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Proclaiming of any Perſon 
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' Declare, Publiſh, or any way promote Charls Stuart, 
Son of the ſaid Charts, common called, The Prince 
of Wales, or any other perſon to be King, or chief 
Magiſtrate of Exgland, or of Ireland, or of my the 
Dominions belonging to them, or either of them, 
by colour of Inheritance, Succeſſion, Elefion, or 
any other Claim whatſoever, without the free con- 
ſent of the People in Parliament firſt had, and ſigni- 
fied by a particular A or Ordinance for that pur- 
poſe, Any Statute, Law, Uſage or Cuſtom to the 
contrary hereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding. And 
be it further Enacted and Ordained, and it is hereby 
Enacted and Ordained, That whoſoever ſhall con- 
trary to this A, Proclaim, Declaze, Publiſh, or any 
way promote the ſaid Charls-Stuart the Son, or any 
other perſon to be King, or chief Magiſtrate of Zng- 
lmd or of Ireland, or of any the Dominions belong- 
ing tothem, or to cither of them, without the ſaid 
conſent in Parliament ſignified as afoxcſaid, ſhall be 
deemed and adjudged a Traytor to the Common- 
wealth, and ſhall fuffer _ of Death, and ſuch 0- 
ther puniſhments as belong to the Crime of High 
Vcenlan, Amnd all Otheers, as well Civil as Military, 
and all other well-affectcd perſons, arc hereby au- 
thorized and required "forthwith to apprehend all 
Tuch Ofcaders, andro-bring thee in dafecuſtady'to 
be next Juſticc:of the Peace, that they may be pro- 
-cecded againſt accordingly. 


Hen: Scobell, Cler.,Parl, D.Com, 
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An Att for the Form of an Oath tobe yay ay to 
every Freeman, at bis admiſsian to his Freedoms in 
the City of London, and in all Cities, Be- 
roughs aud Towns Corporate in Eng- 
land and Walcs. 


by Authority of the ſame, That the- Oath 
under-written, and none other, be adminiſtred 


B: ir Enacted by this preſent Parliament, and 


- troevery Freeman of the City of Loxdox, at the time 


of his admiſſion to the ſaid Freedom ; 


ac ſhall Swear, That 1 be true and faithful 

to the Commonwealth of England ; and in order 
thereumto, Tow ſhall be obedient to the juſt and good 
Government of this City of London : Tos ſhall to the 
beſt of your power, maintain and preſerve the Peace, 
and all the ave Franchiſes thereof , and according to 
your knowledge and ability, ds and perform all ſuch 
other atts and things 45 ds belong to 4 Freeman of the 


ſaid City, 


And be it further Enated By the Authority afore- 
ſaid, That the ſame Oath mutatis mutandis and ng 
other, ſhall be adminiſtred to all and every Freeman 
in every City, Borough and Town Corporate in Exg- 
land and Wales, where Oathes are ordinarily admi- 
niſtred to Freemen, at the time of their admiſſion to 
the ſaid Freedom, in every ſuch City, Borough and 


Town Corporate, 
Hen: Scobell, Cleric. Parliamenti. 
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Die Sabbathi, 10 Febr. 1648. 


Rdered by the Commons aſſembled in Parliament, | 
That this Act, and the. Act for aboliſbing of the | 
oathes of Allegiance, Obedience 4nd Supremacy, be 
forthwith printed and publiſhed , And that the Mem- | 
bers of every City 4na Borough do take care to ſend 
them down into the Jeveral Counties for which they 
ſerve. 


- 
. 
— —— — 


Hen: Scobell, Cleric. Parliamenti. 
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An AY for Repeal of the ſeveral Clanſes in the 
Statutes of 1*Eliz, and 3* Facobi, touching the 
Oathes of Allegiance, Obedience- 
and Supremacy. ; 


E it Enacted by this preſent Parliament, and 

by the Authority of the ſame, That the 

Oathes commonly called , The Oathes of 

Allegiance Obedience and Supremacy, men- 
tioned in the Starutes of the firſt year of Queen E1:- 
zabeth, and in the third year of King Fames, and all 
other Oathes of Allegiance, Obedience and Supre- =» 
macy whatſoever, (hafl be and are hereby wholly 
taken away ; and that the ſeveral Clauſes and Bran- 
ches in the, ſaid Acts, or any other Act of Parlia- | 
ment touching the ſaid Oathes or either of them, be ( 
made void and Null, and ſhall not hereafter be ad- j 
miniſtred to any perſon or perſons whatſocyer z nei- 
ther ſhall any 'Place or Othce be void hereafter by 
reaſon of the not taking thereof, or of any of them, 
Any Law, Cuſtom or Statute to the contrary not-. | 
withſtanding. Hen: Scobell, Cleric, Parliamenti, | 
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Die Lun, 26 Febr. 1648. 


A Declaration of the Parliament of England , con- 
cerning 4 Paper Subſcribed by the Commiſsioners 
of Scotland, dated 24 Febr. 164. and ſent 
in 4 Letter to Mr, Speaker, to be com- 
municated to the Houſe, 


He Parliament having received a Paper dated 
| Februarii, 164,. Subſcribed by the Earl 


2 
of Lothian, Sir Fohn Cheſley, and Mr. Glen- 
doninge, in the Name of the Kingdom of Scotland ; 
and taking the ſame into their ſerious conſiderations, 
They > Dicks Thar the ſaid Paper doth con- 
tain much ſcandalous and reproachful matter againſt 
the juſt proceedings of this Parliament, and an af- 
ſuming on the behalf of rhe Kingdom, to have 
power over the Laws and Government of this\Na- 
tion, to the high diſhonor thereof. 

And laſtly, a Deſign in the Contrivers and Sub- 
(cribers of it, to raile Sedition, and lay the grounds 
of a New and Bloody War in this Land; That under 
the ſpecious pretences in that Paper contained, they 
may gain advantages to ſecond their late perfidious 
Invalion. 

And it is further Declared, That all perſons what- 
ſoever, reſiding in England or Ireland, or the Domi- 
nions thereof, that ſhall joyn with, or adhere unto, 
or voluntarily ayd or afſiſt the ſaid Contrjvers and 
Subſcribers, or any whoſoever of the Kingdom of 
Scotland, in purſuance of the grounds by them laid 
in the ſaid Paper, for raiſing Sedition and a New 
and Bloody War in this Land, arc Rebels and Tray- 

tors 


| | (6) 
tors to the Commonwealth of Zngland, and ſhall be 
proceeded againft as Traytors and Rebels. 

And it is Ordered, That a Meſlage, with a Dupli- 
care of the ſaid Paper be forthwith ſent from this 
Parliament to the Parliament and Kingdom of Scot- 
land, ro know whether they do or views and juſti- 
fie the ſaid Paper that hath been preſented to this 
Parliament in their Names. 


Hen: Scobell, Cleric, Parliamenti. 


INS 


© —— 


Die Sabbathi, x7 Martii, 1648. 


An Att for the aboliſhing the Kingly Office 
in England, Ireland, and the Deminions 
thereunto belonging. 


Hereas Charls Stuart, late King of Eng- 

VA / land, Ireland, and the Territories and 
Y Dominionsthereunto belonging, hath 

by Authoriry derived from Parliament, been, and 
is hereby Declared to be juſtly condemned, adjudged 
rodye, and pur to death, for many Treaſons, Mur- 
thers, and-other hainous offences committed by him; 
by which Judgement he ſtood and is hereby De- 
clared to be attainted of High Treaſon , abby 
his Iſſue and Poſterity., and all others pretending 
Title under him, are become uncapable of the faid 
Crowns, or of being King or Queen of the ſaid 
Kingdom or Dominions, or cither or any of them : 
Be it therefore Enacted and Ordained, and it is En- 
acted, Ordained and Declared by this preſent Par- 
liamentr, and by Authority thereof , Thar all the 
people of England and Ireland, and the oc" 

an 


- Homage and Allegiarice which is or hall 


GO) 
and Territories thereunto belo of what 
cd of all refer 
be pretend- 


or condition ſoever , are di 


cd tobe due unto any of the Ifſye and P of 
the (aid late King, or any claiming under him ; and 
that Charls Stuart eldelt Son , and Fames called 
Duke of Tork, ſecond Son, and all other the Iſſue 
and Poſterity of bim the ſaid late Kings and all and 
every perſon and perſons pretending Title from, by 
or underhim, are and be diſabled to hold or enjoy 
the ſaid Crown of England and Ireland, and other 
the Dominions thereunto belonging,or any of them ; 
or to havethe Name, Title, Stile or Dignity of King 
or Queen of Znglandand Ireland, Prince of Wales, 
or any of them , or zo have andenjoy the Power and 
Dominion of the {aid Kingdoms and Dominions, or 
any.of them, or the Honors, Manors, Lands, Tenc- 
ments, Poſſeſons and Hereditaments belenging or 
appertaining t0 the ſaid Crown of England and ire- 
land, and otherthe Dominions aforeſaid, or to any 
of them , or ro-the Principality of Wales, Dutchy 
of Lancaſter or Coruwal, or any or either of them, 
Any Law, Statute, Oxdinance, Uſage or Cuſtom to 
the contrary hereof in any wife notwithſtanding. 
And whereas it.is and hath been found by exp, 
that the Othce of a oy inthis Nation and Ireland, 
and to have the Power thereof in any fingle perſon, is 
unneceflary,burthenſom and dangerous to the Liber- 


is Safcty and publique Intereſt of the people, and 
ra 


tfor the moſt-part, uſe hath been made of the 

Regal Power and Pxerogative, to appreſs,tmpoveriſh 
—_ the ſubjeRz and that uſually and natural- 
ly any.one perſon in ſuch power, makes it his intereſt 
| ro 


. . 


(8) 
toencroach upon the juſt Freedom and Liberty of 
the People, and to promote the ſetting up of their 
own Will and Power aboye the Laws, that fo they 
mighrt enſlaye theſe Kingdoms to their own Luſt , Be 
It + cn Enacted and Ordained by this preſent 
Parliament, and by Authority of the ſame, That 
the Office of a King in this Nation, ſhall not hence- 
forth reſide in, or be exerciſed by any one ſingle per- 
ſon; and that no one perſon whatſoever , ſhall or 
may have, or hold the Office, Stile, Dignity, Power 
or Authority of King of the ſaid Kingdoms and Do- 
minions, or any of them, or of the Prince of Wales, 
Any Law, Statute, Uſage or Cuſtom tothe contrary 
thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding. And it is here- 
by Enated, Thar if any perſon or perſons ſhall en- 
deavor to attempt by force of Arms or otherwiſe, or 
be ayding , affiſting, comforting or aberring, unto 
any perſon or perſons that ſhall by any ways or means 
whatſoever, endeavor or attempt the reviving or ſ(et- 
ting up again of any pretended ' Right of the ſaid 
Charls, c|deſt Son to the ſaid late King, Fames called 
Duke of York, or of any other the Iſſue and Poſteri- 
ty of the ſaid late King , or of any perſon or per- 
ſons claiming under him or them, to the ſaid Regal 
Office, Stile, Dignity or Authority, or to be Prince 
of Wales , or the promoting of any one perſon what- 
ſoever, to the Name, Stile, Dignity, Power, Prero- 
gative or Authority of King of England and Irelaxd, 
and Dominions aforeſaid, or any of themz That then 
every ſuch offence thal be deemed and adjudged High 
Treaſon,and the Offenders therein, their Councellors, 
Procurers, Ayders and Abetrers, being convicted of 
the {aid Offence, or any of them, ſhall be deemed and 
adjudged 


_—. 
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adjudged Traytors againſt the Parliament- and Peo- 
ple of England, and ſhall ſuffer , loſe and forfeit, 
and have tuch hke and the-ſame pains. forfeitures, 
judgements and execution, as ig uſed incaſe of High 
Treaſon : And whereas by the abolition of the King- 
ly Office provided for in this AR, a moſt happy 
way is made for this Nation (if God ſee it good) to 
return to irs juſt and ancient Righbr, of being gavern- 
cd by its own Repreſentatives or National Mectings 
in Councel, from time to rime choſen and entruſted 
for that purpoſe by the People ,; Ir is therefore Re- 
ſolved and Declared by the Commons affembled in 

Parliament, That they will put a period to the fittin 
of this preſent Parliament, and diffolve the fame fo 
ſoon as may poſſibly ſtand with the ſafety of the peo- 
le that hath betruſted them,. and with wharis abſo- 
fovely neceſſary for the preſerving and upholding the 
Government now ſetled in the way of a Common- 
wealth; andthat'they will carefully provide for the 
certain ch6oling, mecting and fitring of the next and 
furure Repreſentatives, with ſuch other circum- 
ſtances of Freedom in choyce and equality in diſtri- 
burion of Members to be ele&ed thereunto, as ſhall 
moſt conduce'to the laſting freedom and good of this 
Commonwealth. And itis hereby further Enacted 
and Neclared, norwithſtanding any thing contained 
in this At,Noperſonor perſons of what condition 
and quality ſoever , within the Commonwealth of 
England and Ireland, Dominion of Wales, the Iſlands 
of Oberaſey nod Ferſey, and Town of Berwick up- 
on Tweed, ſhall be diſcharged from the obedience 
and ſabje&tion which he and they owe to the Govern- 


' ment of this Nation, as it is now Declared, bur all 
B and 


16 
and Every of theih ns things render and per- 
form the ſame, as of fight is due unto the Supreme 
Authority declared to reſide in this and the 
ſuccellive R tatives of the people of this Nati- 
on, and in them onely. 
Hey: Scobell, Cler.c. Pardiampate. 


_ A4& - Þ 


— — 


Die Lunz, 19 Martii, 164$. 
An Att for aboliſhing the Hovſe of Peers, 


liament, finding by roo long experience, that 
the Houſe of Lords is uſeleſs and dangerous 
to the people of England to be continued , Have 
thought fit to Ordain and EnaRt, and be it Ordained 
and Enacted by this prefent Parliament, and by the 
Authority of the ſame, That from henceforth the 
Houſe of Lords in Parliament, ſhall be and is here- 
by wholly aboliſhed and taken away z And that the 
Lotds ſhall not from henceforth meer or fit in the ſaid 
Houſe called the Lords Houſe, or in any other Houſe 
or Place whatſoever, as a Houſe of Lords , nor ſhall 
Sit, Vore, Adviſe, Adjudge or Determine of an 
marter Or thing whatſoever, as a Houſe of pax 4 
in Parliament : Nevertheleſs it is hereby Decla- 
red, That neither ſuch Lords as have demeancd 
themſelves with Honor, Courage and Fidelity tothe 
Commonyealth, theirPoſterirics who ſhall continue 
{o, ſhall be excluded from the publique Councels. 
.of the Nation, but ſhall be admitted Mg, = 
ave 


'T Commyons of Exglazd afſembled in Par- 


| (n) 
have their free Vote in Parliament, if they ſhall be 
thereunto Eleed, as other perſons of Intereſt E+ 
lected and Qualified thereunto ought ro have : And 
be it further Qrdained and Ena ohy the Authority 
aforeſaid, That no Peer of this Land, not being E- 
lected, Qualified, and ſitting in Parliament as - 
ſaid, ſhall claim, have,or make uſe of any Priviledge 
of Parliament, either in relation to his Perſon, —_ 
lity or Eſtate, Any Law, Uſage or Cuſtom to 
contrary notwithſtanding. 
Hen: Scobell, Cleric. Parliamenti. 
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Dic Lunz, 23 Aprilis, 649. 


Ap Ai far ſetting apart 4 Day of Solemy Faſting 
and Humiliation, And repealing the farmer 
Monethly-Fa#t. 


Hereas by a Proclamation the Eighth 
V | / of Fannary, in the Seventeenth year 

of the Reignoof the late King, a gene- 
ral Publique and Solemn Faſt was appointed to be 
kept and | ans well by abſtinence Food, as 
by publique Prayers, hearing of the Word of God, 
44 | other ſacred Duries,in England and Wales,on the 
laſt Wedneſday of the Moneth of February then next 
following, and from thenccforth tro continue during 
the nar, in the Kingdom of J1relazd; which was 
ſtrictly commanded to be obſerved,upon yew of pu- 
niſhments ro be inflited upon all ſuch as ſhould con- 
temn or neglect (0, religious a work ; And whereas 
ſeveral Ordinances or Orders of Parliament Ne 

B 2 
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ſince been made, for-the holding and obſerving of 
the ſaid Faſt onthe ſame day ; 

The Parliament of England finding by ſad expert- 
ence, how much the obſervation of the ſaid Moneth- 
ly Faſt hath been for divers years laſt paſt, in moſt 

laces of this Commonwealth wholly negle&ed,and 
in other places where the ſame hath been retained, it 
hath declined by degrees from rhat Solemnity and 
due Reverence wherewith-the ſame: was: at the firſt 
Inſtitution thereof entertained, and as is ſuitable ro 
ſuch an Ordinance of Chriſt, wherewith the ſame 
hath been much prophaned, the Spirits of thoſe that 
truly fear God, and deſire ro Worſhip him in ſinceri- 
ty and truth, been grieved,the Lord highly diſhonor- 
ed and provoked, and'much guilt contracted, by the 
taking of Gods Name in vain : And ſeriouſly con- 
ſidering how apt ſuch ſer rimes for extraordinary du- 
ties of Worſhip are to degenerate into meer Forma- 
liry and Cuſtomary obſervances , and that it is more 
agrecablerothe nature of ſuch extraordinary Wor- 
ſhip, and to the approved and fucceſsful Examples 
of the people of God in Scripture, to ſet apart ſpe- 
cial times for ſuch Solemn Duties, according to the 
particular occaſions, tothe end the ſame might be 
obſerved with greater care and intention: For the bet- 
ter reforming of which abuſes, and prevention there- 
of for the furure, Be ir Enacted and Ordained, And 
it is Enacted and Ordained by this preſent Parlia- 
ment, and by Authority thereof, That the ſaid 
Proclamation be Declared Null and yoid; And that 
all Orders and Ordinances of Parliament, touching 
the'obſervarion of the ſaidFaſt, on the day or days 
aforementioned , be and are hereby Repealed and 
wh: made 


: (n) 
made void: And that ir all and may be lawful for 
all andevery the Courts of Weſtminſter, and all 0- 
ther Courts to fir , and all other perſon and perſons 
whatſoever, to follow the works of his or their Cal- 
ling upon thoſe days, without incurring any penalty 
thereby. 

And foraſmuch as the mulriplycd fins of this Na- 
tion, the contempt of God and his Ordtnances, that 
general prophaneneſs, oppoſition tro Reformation, 
murmuring at the various and gracious Providences 
of God, and the general unthankfulneſs for themer- 
cies and preſervations thisNation hath received,roge- 
ther x; a proneneſs and endeavor to relaple into 
that former condition of Tyranny and Superſtition, 
out of whichGod hath in much mercy larely brought 
us, do miniſter juſt cauſe of Humiliation y together 
with the preſent miſerics and-ſtraights of :our poor 
Brethren in 7reland, through rhe Apoſtacy and Perti- 
diouſneſs of ſome, and the united Malice and Power 
of others ; and the Parliament being reſolved, by 
Gods aſſiſtance, to ſend ſome Forces tor the ſpeedy 
Relief of the Parliaments Forces there, and the re- 
duction of the Enemy unto the obedience of the 
Parliament and Commonwealth of . England, Be it 
therefore further Enated and Ordained by this pre- 
ſent Parliament, and the Authority of,the ſame, That 
Thurſday the third day of May, Anno Dom. 16494 
be ſer apart and appointed for a publique and ſolemn 
day of Faſting and Humiliation, to be obſerved in 
all Churches and. Chappels within rhe cities of Zon- 
don and Weſtminſter, an all places: within: the lare 
Lines of Communication, and Bills of Morrality, 


carneſtly.to ſeck unto Almighty God, A 
. ord, 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed 
to pardon the fins of this Nation, and in a ſpecial 
maner the Sins beforementioned, - and the Iniquities 
of the former Monethly Faſt-days , and that he will 
be pleaſed to heal the Diviſions and Breaches of this 
and, and give a blefling and (acceſs to the Forces 
of the Parliament now in 1reland, and ſuch as are 
ſhortly to be ſent thither, and at the laſt, to eſtabliſh 
his pure Worſhip, and Righteouſneſs and Peace in 
this Nation. And beit further Enacted and Ordain- 
<d by the Authority aforeſaid, That Thurſday the 
Seventeenth day of the ſame Moneth of May, 1649. 
be ſer apart and appointed for the like publique and 
ſolemn day of Faſting and Humiliation, upon the * 
grounds and to the ends aforeſaid, to be obſerved 
and kept in all other Churches and Chappels, in all 
other Cities, Boroughs, Towns, Pariſhes and places 
within England and Wales, and the Town of Ber- 
wick : And all Paſtors and Miniſters, of and in all 
and every the Cities, Boroughs, Towns and places 
aforeſaid, be enjoyned and required to publiſh this 
preſent AR, in the ſeveral Churches and Chappels, 
in and under their ſeveral and reſpeftive charges, on 
the Lords-day next before the day by this preſent 
AR appointed for the obſervation of the ſaid Faſt, 
and to take care that the ſame be Solemnly and Reli- 
gioully obſerved : And that all Majors, Juſtices of 
the Peace, Bayliffs, Conſtables, and all other Of- 
ficers within their ſeveral and reſpective Liberties and 
Precincts, - be hereby authorized and required to re- 
ſtrain all perſons from the publique doing of any 
work, or uſing any exerciſe of a worldly nature , 
eirher contemptuouſly or unneceſſarily, to the pro- 


phaning 
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phaning or of rhe ſaid Faſt on the days afore- 
ſaid ively by ſuch penalties, or as were herc- 
rofore by any Ordinance of Parliament to be inflit- 
ed for prophaning the ſaid Monerhly Faſt. 

* Andbeir further Enacted and Ordained by the 
Authority aforeſaid, Thar this preſent A be tforrh- 
with printed and publiſhed;and that the Sheriffs of the 
ſeveral Countics and Cinies in England and Wates, 
do cauſe the ſame to be proclaimed and fer up-in the 
uſual and publique places within the ſaid ſeveral 
Counties, And all the pcople of this Nation are 
hereby required and enjoyned, with all due Reverence 
and Devotionto obſerve the {aid Faſt ar the days a- 
foreſaid refpeRively, as they render theglory of God, 
and the good and peace of this Commonwealth. 


Hen: Scobell, Cleric. Parliamenti.. 
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Die Lune, 14 Mau, 1649. 
An AG declaring what Offences ſhall be ad- 
judged TheASON, 

Hereas the Parliament hath Aboliſhed 

V \ / the Kingly Othce in Exgland and Tre- 
” land,and inthe Dominions and Territo- 

rics thereunto belonging ; and hath Refolved and 
Declared, That the People ſhall for rhe fmrure be- 
Governed by its own Repreſematives, or National 
Meetings in Councel, Choſen and Entruſted by thera 
for that purpoſe, Hath fetted rhe- Government in the 
way 'of a Commonwealth. and Free- State, withour 
King or Houfe of Lords; Be it Enacted 'by _ 
enT.: 


| (46)) 
fent'Parliament, and by the Authority of. the ſame, 
Thar if any perſonſhall maliciouſly or adviſedly pub- 
liſh, by Writing , Printing, or openl ma; 5 not 
That the ſaid Government 1s Tyrannical, Uſurped or 
Unlawful ; or that the Commons in Parliament aſ- 
ſembled are not the Supreme Authority of this Na- 
tion; or ſhall Plot, Contrive or Endeavor to ſtir up 
or raiſe Force againſt the preſent Government, or for 
the Subverſion or Alteration of the ſame, and ſhall 
declare the ſame by any open deed, That then every 
ſuch Offence ſhall be taken, deemed and adjudged, 
by the Authority of this Parliament, to be High 
Treaſon. And whereas the Keepers of the Liberty 
of #ngland, and the Councel of State, conſtituted, 
and to be from time to time conftitured by Autho- 
rity of Parliament, are to be under the ſaid Repre- 
ſentatives in Parliament, Entruſted for the mainte- 
nance of the ſaid Government, with ſeveral Powers 
and Authorities limited, given and appointed unto 
them by the Parliament ; Be it likewife Enacted by 
the Authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon ſhall 
maliciouſly and adviſedly plot or endeavor the Sub- 
verſion of the ſaid Keepers of the Liberty of Eng- 
land, or the Councel of State, and the ſame ſhall 
declare by any open deed, or ſhall move any perſon 
or perſons for the doing thereof, or ſtir up the People 
to riſe againſt them, or cither of them, rheir or either 
of their Authorities, That then every ſich Offence 
and Offences ſhall be taken, deemed and declared to 
be High Treaſon. And whereas the Parliament, for 
their juſt and lawful Defence, hath raiſed and levyed 
the Army and Forces now under the Command of 
Thomas Lord Fairfax, and are at preſent _ 
rate 


uy ie reaſon of the manifold Ditraions within 
and Invaſions threatned from 
A to continue. the ſame; Lyn, under- God, 
muſt be the inſtrumental means oprering he mel 
—_ people of this Nation in Peace ee 
Be it qr om EnaQted by the Authority aforcſaid 
Thar if an not being an Officer, Soldier or 
Memberof the Ay the' Army, y, ſhall contrive or endea- 
vorto ſtir up any Mutiny in the ſaid Army, or with- 
draw any Soldiers or Officers from their Obedience 
ro their Superior Officers, or from the preſent Go- 
—_ as - ramen z Or all 2m, rn, ayd 
or any Foraigners or ers tO ce Exg- 
lazd or Ireland, or ſhall bras. rs; Forces raiſed | 
by the Enemies of the Parliament or Common- 
wealth, or Keepers of the Li of England; or 
if any perſon ſhall counterfeit the Great Seal of Eng- 
land(tor the time being) uſed and appointed by Au- 
choriry of Parliament, That then eyery ſuch Offence 
and Offences ſhall be taken, deemed and declargd:by 
the Authority of. this Parkament A; be haſte ta Ins 
ſon , and 7 ſuch, 
Death, and pry rh rage Li- 
berty of Z elend, ro and the ep uſe of the Com- 
monwealth, All and fingular his and'their Lands, 
Tenemenrs and Herediramients, Goods and Char- 
tels, as in caſe of High Treaſon hath, ruled by 
the Luvs ape Scaugerof this Land obo and 


ded al That no ſhalf be In- 
dint A coped of the. 


Odfences-men- 
[ps ey oy within one year 


roar the Ofcace committed. 
8 Het: Scobell,(teric. Parliament 
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Die Sabbathi, 19 Maii, 1649. 


An AF declaring andonftituting the People of Eng- 
' land to be 4 Commonwealth and Free-State. 


E it Declared and Enacted by this preſent Par- 
B liament, and by the Authoriry of the ſame, 
# That the People of England, and of all the 
Dominions and Territories thereunto belonging, are 
and ſhall be, and are hereby Conſtituted, Made, Eſta- 
bliſhed and Confirmed to be a Commonwealth and 
Free-State : And ſhall from henceforth be Governed 
as a Commonwealth and Free-Stare, by rhe Supreme 
Authority of this Nation, The Repreſentatives of 
the People in Parliament, and by ſuch as they ſhall 
appoint and conſtitute as Officets and Miniſters un- 
der them for the good of the People, and that with- 
out any King or Houſe of Lords. 


Die Lunz, 9 Juli, 1649, 


Reſolves of the Commons aſſembled in Parliament, 
Concerning ſuch Miniſters as ſhall Preach or Pray 
againft the preſent Government Eſta- 


Reſolved, &+c. ns 
I. T - if yy RE m_ direRly or w_ 
rely preach,or publiquely pray againſt 
: Poner, Authorſty or Procetiuge'of this 
prefent Parliament, or againſt the preſem Govern- 
ment eſtabliſhed by Authority thereof. 
HI. Or ſhalldireRtly or indireQly, in preaching or 


praying, 


(19) 

raying, make mention of Charls Stuart, or Fames 
keg Sons to the late King, whoby judgement 
of Parliament arc Declared Enemies, and ſtand ex- 
cepted from pardon, otherwiſe then as the Encmics 
ro this Commonwealth, or ſhalt under the Name 
of the Royal Iſſue or otherwiſe, promove any Title 
or Intereſt taken away, or declared againſtby Au- 
thoriry of this Parliament, to- rhe prejudiet of this 
preſent Government. - , < 4 E 

III. Or ſhall not keep and obſerve days - 

lique Humiliation or Thankſgiving , appoint 

on appointed by Authority of Parliament; or 
ſhall nor publiſh the As, Ordets or Declarations of 
Parliament, bei &- 6207 and direted thereumto 
by Authority of the ame, having due notice there- 
of, withour reaſonable cauſe to the c ſhewed, 
ſhall be deemed, raken and adjudged Delinquent, 
and within the reſpeRive Orders, Ordinances and 
Acts touching Sequeſtration, as to their Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Benefices and Sti | 

And that in all ſuch caſes, the Committee of Par- 
liament for plundred Miniſters, and all other Com- 
mittees or Commiſſioners for Sequeſtration in the 
reſpe&tive Counties and places throughout this 
Commonyealth, ſhall have power , and are hereby 
authorized and enjoyned to take coghizance there- 
of, and effeually to proceed thereupon accord- 


ingly. 


Hen: Scobell, Cleric, Parliamenti. 
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Die Martis, 17 Julii, 1649. 


An At? declaring what Offences ſhall be ad- 
" Judged Treaſon. | 


Hereas the Parliament hath aboliſhed 

\ / \ / the Kingly Office in England and Ire- 
land, and in the Dominions; and Terri- 

tories thereunto belonging ; and having Reſolved, 
and Declared, That the People ſhall for the future 
be governed by its own Repreſentatives or National 
Meetings in Councel, Choſen and Entruſted by them 
for that purpoſe , 'Hath . ſerled the Government in 
the way of a Commonwealth and Free-State, with- 
out King or Houſe of Lords, Be it Enacted by this 
preſent Parliament, and by the Authority of the 
{ame, That if any perſon ſhall maliciouſly or adviſed- 


_ typubliſh, by Writing, Printing,or openly Declaring, 


Thar the ſaid Government is Tyrannical, Uſurped or 
Unlawful ; or that the Commons in Parliament aſ- 
ſembled arc not the Supreme Authority of this Na- 
tion, or ſhall plot, contrive or endeavor to ſtir up, or 
raiſe Force againſt-the preſent Government, or for 
the ſubyerſion or alteration of the ſame, and ſhall 
declare the ſame by any open deed, Thar then every 
ſuch Offence ſhall be taken, deemed and adjudged by 
Authority of this Parliament to be High Treaſon. 
And whereas The Keepers of the Liberty of Eng- 
laad,and the Councel of State, conſtituted,and to be 
from time to time conſtituted by Authority of Par- 
liament, are to be under the ſaid Repreſentatives ir 
Parliament, Entruſted for the Maintenance of th 
ſaid Governmenr, with ſcycral Powers and Authori 
190 
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ties limited, given and pnied unto them by the 
Parliament 8 Be it likewiſe Enacted by the oy 
aforeſaid, That: if any perſon ſhall maliciouſly and 
adviſed plot or endeavor the ſubverfion of the ſaid 
Keepers of the Liberty of England, or the Councel 
of State, and the ſame ſhall declare by any open deed, 
or ſhall move any perſon or perſons for the doing 
thereof, or ſtir up the people to riſe againſt them, 
or cither of them, their or cither of their Autho- 
rities, That then every ſuch Offence and Offences - 
ſhall be raken , deemed and declared to be High 
Treaſon. And whereas the Parliament , for their 
juſt and layyful defence, hath raiſed and levyed the 
Army and Forces now under the command of The- 
mas Lord Fairfax, and are at 'preſent neceſſitated, 
by reaſon of the manifold Diſtractions within this 
yen 4 , and Invafions threatned from 
abroad , to conrinue the ſame, which, under God, 
muſt be the inſtrumenral-means of preſerving the we!- 
affected people of this Nation in Peace and Safety ; 
Be ir further Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That if any perſon, not being an Officer, Soldier 
or Member of the Army, ſhall plot, coarrive or en- 
deayor-to ſtir up any Mutiny in the ſaid Army,-or 


. withdraw any Soldiers or Officers from their obe- 


dience to their Superior Officers, or fromthe preſent 
Government as aforeſaid, or ſhall procure, invite, 
ayd or aſſiſt any Foreigners or Strangers to invade 
Exgland or Ireland, or (hall adhere to any Forces 
railed by the Enemies of the Parliament or Com- 
monyealth, or Keepers of the Liberty of England, 
or if any perſon ſhall counterfeit the Great-Seal of 
England, for the time being uſed and appointed by 

Authority 
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Authority of Parliament, That thenevery ſuch Of- 
fence and Offences ſhall be taken, deemed and de- 
clared by Authority of this Parliament to. be High 
Treaſon, and eyery ſuch perſon ſhall ſuffer pains of 
death, and alſo forfeit unto the Keepers of the Li- 
berty of England, to and for the uſe of the Common- 
wealth,all and ſingular his & their Lands, Tenements 
and Hereditaments, Goods and Chartrels.as in caſe of 
High Treaſon hath been uſed by rhe Laws and Sta- 
rutes of this Land to be forfeit and loſt. Provided 
always, That no perſons ſhall be Indicted and Ar- 
igned for any the Offences mentioned in this AR, 
is ſuch Offenders ſhall be Indicted and proſe- 
cured for the ſame, within one year after the Of- 
fence committed. And be it further Enacted by the 
Authority aforeſaid, That if any perſon ſhall coun- 
rerfeirthe Money of this Commonwealth , or- ſhall 
bring any falſe Money into this Land, countertcir 
or = by like tro the Money of this Commonwealth, 
knowing the Money to be falſe, ro Merchandize or 
make payment,in deceit of the people of this Nation, 
or if any perſon ſhall hereafter falſly forge and coun- 
 rerfeirany ſuch kinde of Coyn of Gold or Silver, as 
is not the proper Coyn of this Commonyealth, and 
is or ſhall be currant with this Nation, by conſent 
of the Parliament, or ſuch as ſhall be by them au- 
thorized thereumro , or ſhall bring from the parts be- 
yond the Seas into this Commonwealth, or into any 
the Dominions of the ſame, any ſuch falſe and coun- - 
rerfeir Coyn of Money, being currant within the 
ſame, as iSaboveſaid, knowing the ſame money to 
be falſe and counterfeit , to the intent ro utter or 
make payment with the {ame within this Common- 
wealth, 


(3) 
wealth, b Merchandize? or otherwiſc 5, or if wr 
ron Impair, Diminiſh, Ealfific, END 
und or File, Scale or Li ighgen, Irie 
ot Gains ſake, any the 
this Commonwealth, or the DominOns MT © or 
of the Moneys or Coyns of any other Realm, al- 
lowed and fuffcred to be currant within this Com- 
monyealth, or the Dominions thereof, That then 
all and every ſuch Offences abovementioned, ſhall be 
and are hereby deemed and adjudged High Treaſon, 
and the Offenders therein, their Councellors,, Pro- 


curers, Ayders and Abetrors, being convicted ac- -, 


cd Ons, Laws of this ASS 0þ05ths 
ſhall be deemed py F 

rors-again int this Commonwealth fuſer 

and have ſuch painsof Death and Forfeitures, as in 

Provided 


caſe of High Treaſon is uſed and ordained, 
always, and be it Enacted OR 


afore - 


Arrainder of any 
wiſc extend or bej 
blood, to any the Hetr os Hears of ah 


- 


der, or to make the wife of any Oy Offcader to- 
loſe or forfeit her Dower, of aria any. Lands,. Te- 
nements 'or Hereditaments, or hex Tale, Agion Or 
Intereſt in the ſame. 


- Hen: Scabell, Cleric. Parliament i.. 
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Die Veneris, 24 Auguſti, 1649. 

A Declaration of the Commons aſſembled in Parlia- 
ment, Declaring «ll perſons who have ſervedithe 
Parliament of England iz Ireland, and have 
betrayed their Truſt, or have or ſhall ad- 
here to,or ayd and aſsiſt Charls Stu- 
art, Sen #0 the late King, tobe 
Traytors and Rebel; 


Reſolved upon the Queſtion by the Commons a(- 
ſembled in Parliament, 


T 6 this Houſe dothDeclare, That all perſons 


whether Exgliſh or Scots, who have been un- 


der the pay of the Parliament of Zng-' 


land in the Service of Ireland, and have Revolted, 
and Betrayed their Truſt there ; and all other per- 


ſons who have or ſhall.adhere to , or aſſiſt Charls 


Stuart, Son of the late Kings or any the Forces in 
Treland againſt the Parliament of Eneland,are and be 
adjudged to be 'Traytors and Rebels to the Com- 


monwealth of Z»elaxd,andall their Eſtates ſhall be _ 


Confiſcarted, and their. perſons proceeded againſt as 
Traytors'and Rebels; And that all ſuch Officers as 
have (o betrayed their Truſt, be proceeded againft by 
a Court Marthal there. Fl 7 


Rdered by the Commons aff, embled in Parliament, 
That ths Declaration be forthwith Printed and 
Publiſhed, And that it be referred to the Councel of 
State to communicate the ſame to the Lord Lieutenant 


of Ircland, and ſuch other there as they ſhatl think fit, 


that the ſame be put in execution. 
Hen: Scobell, Cleric, Parliamenti. 
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Die Jovis, 20 Seprembr. 1649. 


An AF again#t Unlicenſed and Scandalous Books 
and Pamphlets, and for better Regu- 
lating of Printing. 


y Hereas divers ſcandalous, ſeditious and 
/ \ / libellous Pamphlets, Papers and Books 
are. daily contrived, printed, vended 
and diſperſed, with officious care IP the 
Malignant Party at home and abroad, for the better 
compaſling of their wicked ends, The ſubverſion of 
the Parliament and preſent Government z which they 
well know cannot with more caſe be attempted, then 
by Lyes and falſe Suggeſtions, cunningly infinuated 
and ſpread amongſt the People, and by malicious 
miſrepreſentation,of things ated and done, to take 
off and divide their affetions- from that J uſt Au- 
thority which is ſet over them” for their good and 
ſafety, and to bring a low and mean eſteem upon the 
perſons, and a ſuſpition and hatred upon the courſes 
and intentions of. the faithful Members of the Peo- 
ples Repreſentative in Parliament, and of other Mi- 
niſters of State, ſerving the Commonwealth in their 
ſeveral Subordinations ; eſpecially ſuch who are moſt 
conſtant and con(cientious in diſcharge of theirTruſt, 
and are therefore become the urmoſt objec. of their 
wretched ſpleen and malice : And whereas a-great 0c- 
calion of theſe miſchiefs and ſcandals, and diſ-(ati(- 
faction of many, hath been as well the1 e and 
aſſumed boldneſs of the weekly P ers, With- 
out leave or due Information , taking upon them 
ro-publiſh, and at pleaſure w cenſure the Proceed- 
 _ ings 


(26) 
ings of Parliament and Army, and other Afﬀairs of 
State; as alſo the irregularity and licentiouſnels of 
Printing, the Art whereof in this Commonwealth, 
and in all Foraign parts, hath been and ought to be 
reſtrained from roo arbitrary and general an exercilc : 
To prevent the many miſchicfs inevitably following 
thereupon, "The Parliament of England duly confi- 
dering the premiſes, and willing ro apply fit Remedy 
herein, Do Enact and Ordain, and be it by the Au- 
thority aforeſaid Enated and Ordained, Thar the 
Laws made formerly, and at this preſent Parliament, 
now in force for puniſhment of deviſcrs and ſpreaders 
of falſe and ſeditious News, Lyes and Rumors, by 
writing, printing, ſpeaking, or otherwiſe, ſhall be pur 
in due and diligent execution, according to the te- 
nor of the ſame As: And for further Remedy,Be 
it Enacted and Ordained, That no perſon or perſons 
whatſoever, ſhall preſume to make, write, print, pub- 
liſh, ſell or utter, or cauſe to be made, printed or ut- 
tered, any ſcandalous or Iibellous Books, Pamphlets, 
Papers or Piftures whatſoever, upon the penalties 
following ; that is to ſay, The Author of ſuch Books, 
Pictures or Papers, ſhall forfeit Ten pounds, or be 
Impriſoned in the Common Goal of the County or 
Liberty where-the Offence is committed, orthe Of- 
fender ſhal be found,until he ſhal pay the ſame, ſo that 
the Impriſonment exceed nor forty days; The Prin- 
rer to forfeit and pay Five pounds, and ſuffer the like 
Impriſonment until he pay the ſame, the ſaid Impri- 
ſonment not exceeding twenty days, and likewiſe to 
have his Preſs and Implements of Imprinting ſeized, 
and brokenin pieces; The Bookſeller and Stationer 
to forfcit and pay Forty ſhillings, or be Impriſoned 


in 
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in like maner until he pay the ſame, the Impriſonment 
not exceeding ten days. And bet further Enacted, 
Thar if any perſon happen to buy any ſuch ſeditious, 
ſcandalous or libellous Pamphlets or Papers, and 
thall not within four and twenty hours after know- 
ledge thereof, bring them ro the Lord Major of Loz- 
don (if the buyers refiance be there) or to ſome qther 
Juſtice of the Peace within the county, city or liberty 
where ſuch buyers ſhall then happen to be, to be ſent 
up, and diſpoſed of as by this Act is afterwards men- 
tioned, and give notice likewiſe of the or par- 
ties of whom he or they had or bought the ſame, 
ſhall forfeit for every ſuch omiſſion the ſum of twen- 
ty ſhillings for every ſuch concealed Paper, Pamphler 
or Book, to be diſpoſed of as is herein after -men- 
tioned. «And for the prevention of- falſe, .imperfect 
and impertinent Relations of Parliamentary Pro- 
ceedings, and other ſuch Occurrences and News, the 
truth whereof may be fit ro be known and publithed, 
for the ſarisfation of all the good people of this 
Commonwealth thercin intereſted , and of all the 
well-affeced thereto, in the clear Information of the 
ſtate of Aﬀairs; Be it Enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That no perſon whatſoever ſhall compoſe, 
write, print,publiſh,ſell or utter, or cauſe to be made, 
written, printed or uttered, any Book or Pamphler, 
Treatiſe, ſheet or ſheets of News whatſoever, unleſs . 
Licenſed (as is hereafter mentioned) upon the like 
penalty as upon the Maker, Writer, Printer, Book- 
{eller and Stationer reſpectively of ſcandalous Books 
and Pamphlets, both tor Fine and Impriſonment, is 
herein betore limited and appointed. And be it fur- 
- ther Enacted and Ordained, _ the Offender ow. 
2 al 
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ſaid ſhall be diſcovered, the Offences heard and exa- 
mined, and the penalties levied and diſpoſed of in 
ſuch ſort, maner and form as is limited, direted and 
expreſſed in an Ordinance of Parliament, made in 
September, Onethouſand fix hundred forty and (e-' 
ven, Ag4inſt Unlicenſed Pamphlets, and for the bet- 
ter Reenlating of Printing. Provided , That fo 
much of the {aid Ordinance as ſpecifies the impoſi- 
tion of penalties upon ſuch offenders as are betore- 
mentioned , in reſpeR that higher penaltics are in 
ſtead thereof herein limired and deſigned, ſhall ſtand 
from henceforth Repealed, and be of no further cf- 
fet. And be it further Enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, that all former Licenſes granted by Autho- 
rity of- both or either Houſe of Parliament, to any 
perſon or perſons, for printing any Di#rnal,News or 
Oce#rrences, ſhall be from henceforth void and of no 
further cffe&t ; And that no Book, RP, ſheer 
or ſheets of News or Occarrences whatloever, ſhall 
henceforth be printed , bound, ſtirched or put ro 
ſale _ perlon or perſons whatſoever, unleſs the 
ſame be firſt approved of and Licenſed under the 
Hand of the Clerk of the Parliament, or of ſuch per- 
ſon as ſhall be authorized by the Councel of Stare for 
the time being, or(for ſo much as may concern the at- 
fairs of the Army) under the Hand of the Secretary 
of the Army forthe time being, the ſame to be En- 
tred intheir {everal Regiſters, to be by them kepr for 
thar purpoſe z and alſo in the Regiſter-Book of rhe 
Company of Stationers, according to ancient Cu- 
tom , and the Printer thereof to put. his Hand there- 
to, Provided always,and it is hereby Declared, That 
the penalties inthis Act expreſled, ſhall not extend to-F - 
quit } 
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quit any perſon or perſons,. that hall make, write, 
print, publiſh, ſell or utter, or cauſe to- be made, 
written, publiſhed, ſold'or urrered, any Book, Pam- 
phler, Treatiſe, Ballad, Libel,ſheer or ſheers of News, 
that ſhall- contain any Seditious, - Treaſonable or 
Blaſphemous matter, but the Offenders in ſuch ag 
ſhall be liable to ſuch further ties, as by. 
Laws of the Land are provided; or by by Akork i 
Parliament ſhall be judged, according rothe 
of ſuchoffences. And be it further Ena Qed by the the 
Aythori + Sraa-ogy That the Maſter and Wardens 


of the C y of Stationers. Lopden, afliſted 
qi lckp Vos the Counel of Seace ſhall for | 
that nominate or approve, 

make diligent ſearch in all places _ 4-2 hey hl 


think meet, for all unallowed Pinging: goriles 
all Prefſes any way imployed-in the printing pm any 
ſuch unlicenſed Books, as aforeſaid ; or of any ma- 
lignane , A or ſcandalous Books, Pictures 
or Papers, to ſeize and away ſuch 
PSs B96 and Letters , rogerher with the 
Nut, Spindle, and orher Materials, of every 
ſuch irregular Printer, which they figde-o ai 
ployed , unto_ the Common- of the ſaid 
Company , there to be defaced and made unſer- 
viceable, according to ancient cuſtom , and likewiſe 
ro make diligent {carch in all ſuſpeted Printing - 
houſes , Ware-houſes , Shops, and other places, 
for ſuch unlicenſed and ſcandalous Books, Pa- 
pers, Pamphlets, and all other {uch Books not 
_—_ > 20d ned with- the ahoory name, yn 
ace Rehliancy , being printed or reprinte 
y ſuch as have no lawful intereſt in them, dh 
the 
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| the ſame to ſeize; and likewiſe to apprehend all Au- 
thors, Printers, and other perſons whatſoever im- 
ployed in compiling , printing, ſtitching, binding, 
publiſhing and diſperling of the ſaid ſcandalous and 
unwarrantable Papers and Books, and all thoſe who 
ſhall affiſt the ſaid parties in ſearching after them 
and to bring the Offenders, and what they ſhall have 
ſo ſeized, before ſuch Magiſtrate or other Officers 
as are appointed for rhe Execution of this AR, to 
be by ow: ordered and diſpoſed of according to the 
direCtion and true meaning of the ſame At. And 
be it further EnaRted by the Authority aforeſaid, 
That no-perſon or perſons whatſoever, ſhall preſume, 
by the Poſt, Carriers, or otherwiſe to «convey, ſend 
away, or endeavor to diſperſe any ſuch unlicenſed 
News as aforeſaid, or any {editious or ſcandatous Pa- 
pers, Pamphlets, Books or Pictures, to any place, or 
perſon or perſons, upon pain of forfeiture of Forry 
ſhillings apiece for every ſuch Book, Pamphler or 
Paper, or Impriſonment of the Offender, the ſame 
not to exceed Forty days ; the ſaid penalty to be 
inflicted , pou and undergone, the Moneys to be 
diſpoſed of, and ſuch inquiry, ſearches and ſeizures 
touching the ſame to be made, as in the caſe of (cllin 
unlicenſedNews is herein before limited 8 olth> 
And whereas the great numbers of lewd and icanda- 
lous Pamphlets and fſeditious Books , have been 
chiefly occaſioned by the multitude of Printing- 
houſes,and Prefles erefted in by-places and Corners, 
our of the eye of Government, contrary to the cu- 
ſtom and praQtice of former times; and in that re- 
gard ſome further proviſion is held requiſite for re- 
ſtraining and regulating that general exceſs and 
exerciſe 
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excrciſe of the Preſs , and prevention of the ſaid 
Enormities z It is therefore further Enacted and 
Ordained by this preſent Parliament, and by 
the Authority thereof , That no Printer , nor any: 
other perfon or perſons whatſoever, ſhall from hence- 
forth print , ule or _—_ any Printing-preſs , 
Rolling-preſs, or any other Inſtruments. for Print- 
11g, in any-part or place of this Commonwealth, 
ſave onely in the Ciry of London, and Liber- 
ties thereof , and the two Univerlities ( excepting 
ſuch as ſhall be particularly Licenſed and Authorized 
by ſpecial Order of the Councel of State) upon pain. 
that all and every ag and perſons offending: con- 
trary hereunto, ſhall forfeir and Pay Soles of 
Twenty pounds, and ſhall have all their Printing- 
preſſes, Letters and Materials defaced, and be for 
eyer diſabled to be a Maſter Printer, and Owner of: 
a Printing-preſs : Provided, That this- Clauſe ſhall 
not be conſtrued to extend to the Printing-preſs now 
uſed in the City of Tork,, nor to the Printing-preſs 
now uſed in Finsbury, for che Printing of \Bibles and 
Pſalms, but that the ſame ſhall be 1a like-condition 
to all purpoſes, as if this AR had not been had or 
made.. And be it: further Enated by'the Authority 
aforeſaid, That all and every Printer, or other per- 
ſon or perſons whatſoever in the ſaid City of London, 
who now nog Printing-houſes, or are Owners of 
Printing-preſles,Rolling-preſles,or other Inſtruments 
for Printing z as alſo rhe Owners. of the Printing- 
preſs in Finsbury aforeſaid, ſhall before the Firſt day: 
of oober , One thouſand fix hundred forty nine, 
enter into Bond, with' two Sureties, of Three hun- ' 
dred pounds penalty to the Keepers of the —— 
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of England by Authority of Parliament, Not to 


rint, nor caulc to be printed, any ſeditious, ſcanda- 
how or treaſonable Pamphlet, Paper, Book or Picture, 
diſhonorable to, or againſt the State and Govern- 
ment ; nor any Parmphlet, Piper, or Book of News, 
not Licenſed as aforeſaid, and Entred in the Regiſter 
Book of the ſaid Company , nor ſuffer their Print- 
ing-preſſes, or other Inſtruments for Printing, to be 
uſed tor any ſuch unlawful purpoſe as aforeſaid , and 
that he and they ſhall alſo to every Book, Pamphler, 
Paper or Picture he or they ſhall imprint, in the Tirle 
c of each Book prefix the Authors Name, with 

is quality. and place of Reſidence, or at leaſt the 
Licenſers names where Licenſes are required, and his 
own Name and place of Reſidence ar length, upon 
pain to forfcit the ſum of Ten pounds for every wil- 


| tul failing, and to- have all his or their Printing- 


materials defaced , and for the ſecond Offence, to 
be diſabled from any more exerciſe of his Trade of 
Printing : And that like caution ſhall be given by 
the Owner of the Preſs at Tork, to the Keepers of the 
Liberties of England as aforeſaid, and by the Prin- 
ters within either Univerſity, ro the ſaid Keepers of 
the Liberties of England, in like ſum, and for like 
urpoſes, and upon like penalties for failing, as is 
begin laſtly mentioned ; whereof the eſpecial care to 
ſee the fame performed within the time laſt before 
limited, babacielly commended to the Lord Ma- 
jor of York, and to the ſaid Vice-Chancellors reſpe- 
dively,of which they are under their hands and ſeals 
to make certificate to the-Councel of State, before 
the Tenth day of OFober, One thouſand fix hundred 
forty nine. And be it further Enacted by the Au- 
thority 


” -<_— = - 


| (33) 
thority aforeſaid, That no perſon or perſons what- 
ſocyer, ſhall hereafter ſer up a Printing-preſs, Rolling- 
preſs, or other Inſtrument for printing , nor caſt 
any printing Letters, before they Enter into Bond 
as aforeſaid ; Nor ſhall any perſon or perſons de- 
miſe or ler, or being within his or their diſpoſe, ſuf- 


fer to be held or uſed any Houſe, Vault, Cellar, or 
other Room whatſoever, to or by any perſon or per- 
ſons for a Printing-houſe,or place to print in,unleſs he 
or they ſo demifing and ſuffering , ſhall firſt give 
notice to the Maſter or Wardens of the Stationers 
for the time being, of ſuch demiſes or ſuffering ro 
work or print there, upon pain of forfeiture of five 
pounds for every ſuch Offence, of which intimation 
the Maſter and Wardens are hereby enjoyned tomake 
an Entry in their Regiſter Book, upon like pain of 
fortciture of five pounds for every omiſſion thereof. 
And beit —_—_ — IL Joyner, or Car- 
penter or other perſon, Primting-prefs 
or Rolling-preſs, nor any Smith ſhall forge any * ag 
work for a ' wi rogue nor any Founder caſt any 
Printing-lerters for any perſon or perſons whatſo- 
ever, neither ſhall any _ or perſons import, or 
cauſe to be imported or brought imo this Com 
wealth, from any parts beyond the ſeas,any Printing- 
preſs.or preſſes, or any Letters founded or caſt; nor 
thal any perſon or perions buy any ſuchPrefles or Ler- 
ters for printing, unleſs he or they reſpectively ſhall 
arc Compdey lrchrrane bing Sormtionm the 
ore reche rune "W 
_ _— emerge Lerrersare2o be _ 
orged, imported, bought or ca npain'0f tor- 
fertore. of graces, Gn fork nce ; ” 
E whiC 
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which intimation the Maſter and Wardens are to 
make Entry in their ſaid Regiſter, upon like Penalty 
of forfeiture of Five pounds for every Omiſhon 
thereof, And be it further Enacted by the Au- 
thority aforeſaid, That no perſon or perſons whatſo- 
ever, thall Import any ſcandalous or {editious Books, 
Pamphlets or Papers, upon pain of forfeiture of fiye 
pounds for every {uch Book, Pamphlet or Paper , nor 
ſhall any perſon or perſons land any Imported Books 
at any Port or place of this Commonyealth, ſave 
onely ar the Port of London; And that no Drifats, 
Packs, Maunds, Cheſts, or Fardels of Books, be 
permitted by any Officers of the Cuſtoms or Excize 
to be opened or conveyed away, before notice given, 
and the ſame be viewed by the ſaid Maſter and War- 
dens of the ſaid Company, or ſuch as they ſhall ap- 
point, upon pain of forfeiture of five pounds fe 
every ſuch Offence, ſo as the Maſter and Wardens 
or their Deputies, do make the ſaid view within for- 
ty cight hours after ſuch notice, which they are here- 
by required to make, upon pain of forfeiture of five 
pounds forevery omiffion of ſuch view as aforeſaid. 
And italſo' Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That 
for the encouragement of all Regular Printers, and 
ſupport of the {aid Manufactures in this Common- 
wealth, That no perſon or perſons whatſoever, (hall 
from henceforth Ln or bring in, or cauſe ro be 
Imported or brought into this Commonwealth,from 
any part whatſoever, any Engith Bibles, Pſalms, or 
any Book or Books, or part of - Book or Books for- 
merly printed in this Commonwealth ; nor ſhall 
binde, ſtitch, or put to ſale, any ſuch Book or Books, 


upon pain of loſs and forfeiture of the ſame, = of 
en 
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Ten ſhillings for every Book ſo imported , bound, 
ſtitched, or put to ſale. And be it further Enacted, 
That no perſon or perſons whatſoeyer in this Com- 
monwealth, ſhall hereafter print or reprint any Book, 
Books, or part of any Book or Books, Legally 
granted to the ſaid Company of Stationers, for their 
relief or maintenance of their poor, without the Li- 
cenſe and conſent of the Maſter,Wardens and A(- 
ſiſtants of the ſaid Company, nor any Book or 
Books, or part of Book or Books, now Entred in the 
Regiſter-Book of the ſaid Company, or which here- 
after ſhall be duly Entred in the ſaid Regiſter-Book 
for any particular Member of the ſaid Company, 
without the like conſent of the owner or ownersthere- 
of, nor counterfeit the Name, Mark or Title of any 
Book or Books, belonging to the. ſaid Company or 
articular Members z nor ſhall any perſon or perſons 
binde, ſtitch or put to ſale any ſuch Book or Books, 
upon pain of Forfeiture of the ſame, and of fix ſhil- 
lings and eight pence for every Book printed or ſtitch- 
ed,bound or put to ſale contrary hereunto : And. for 
the better diſcovery of Malignant Bookſellers and 0- 
thers, who make a trade of vending, diſperſing and 
ſending to their Cuſtomers and 4 war A in 
the Countrey in Packets, by the Poſt, Carriers, 
and ſuch like perſony , divers unlicenſed and other 
ſcandalous and ſeditious Books, Papers, Pamphlets 
and PiQtures, to the great abuſe of the Parliament, 
and prejudice of the people, Be it Enacted by the. 
Authority aforeſaid, That any rwo Magiſtrates in- 
truſted with the execution of this A reſpectively, 
ſhall have power upon any juſt occaſion of ſuſpition, 
to grant Warrants under their. Hands and Seals, to 
E 2 ſome 
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ſome ſufficient perſons, to ſearch Packs and Packets 

and ſeize and bring away ſuch Books, Papers an 
Pamphlets , to thoſe who granted the ſaid War- 
rants, to the end the penalties may be levied upon 
the Offenders, and diſpoſed of according to the re- 
nor and true meaning of this preſent At. And be 
it Enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, Thar all un- 
licenſed Books and Pamphlets of News, and all (c- 
ditious, ſcandalous and libellons Books, Pamphlets, 
Pictures and Papers, to be ſeized by vertue of this 
AR, ſhall after the condemnation of the Offender 
with whom they are taken, or ro whom they bc- 
long (if rhe Offender may be diſcovered and known) 
be brought, conveyed or ſent, and ſafely delivered 
to the Secretary to the Councel of State, to be dil- 
ſed of ro the fire or otherwiſe, as that Councel 
jball direct, and be in the mean time fafely preſerved 
by the Officers or perſons who ſeize the ſame, or by 
thoſe ro whom they make delivery thereof, and give 
account of their imployment, according to the true 
meaning of this A. And whereas divers vagrant per- 
fons, of idle converſation, having forſaken their uſual 
C3llings, and accuſtomed themtelves after the maner 
of Hawkers, to ſell and cry abour the ſtreers, and in 
other places, Pamphlets and other Books, and under 
colour thereof, are fonnd to diſperſe all forts of dan- 
gerous Libels;to the intolerable diſhonor of the Par- 
liament, and the whole Government of this Com- 
monwealth'y Be it Ordained and Enacted by the Au- 
thority aforeſaid, That no ſuch Hawkers ſhall be any 
more permitted , and that they and all Ballad-fing- 
ers, whergfoever they 'are or may be a aenies, 
ſhall forfeir all Books, Pamphlets, Ballads and Pa- 
pers 
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rs by them expoſed to fale, and ſhall ſuch as 
Hall </ vertue pore Addſcize upon he? » be con- 
veyed and carried to the Houſe of CorreRtion, there 
tro be whipt as Common Rogues, and then diſmiſſed , 
the Keepers of which Houſe are hereby enjoyned to 
receive {uch priſoners, and ſee this penalty executed, 
without expeRing further Warrant; and where no 
fuch Houſe of CorreRtion is, thoſe who ſeize-upon 
fuch Offenders, ſhall deliver them over to the Con- 
ſtable of the Pariſhor Liberty where they are apprc- 
hended, whois forthwith to canſe the Offenders to 
be whipt as Common Rognes, upon pain of fortei- 
ture of Forty ſhillings, to be paid by ſuch Keepers 
of the Houſe of CorreQion or Conſtable, omittmg, 
——_— or refuſing todo their duty herein : The 
ſaid offences in this clauſe mentioned ro be exa- 
mined,and the penalties levied, and to be difpoſed of 
ſuch ſort and maner, as concerning the penalties of 
in ſuch as vend unlicenſed and ſcandalous Books and 
Pamphlets, is herein before direted and exprefled : 
And the Lord Major and Common-Councel of the 
City of London, are hereby required to take care that 
the good Laws of their City againſt Hawkers, and 
that this preſent AR againſt them and other Offen- 
ders, be put in full and fpeedy cxecntion within their 
City and Libertics thercof, as they tender the Honor 
thereof, and of Government : And all Conſtables, 
Headboroughs, and other Othcers and Miniſters,are 
hereby enjoyncd to ſeize upon ſuch laſtmentioned of- 
fenders whefreer they may be found, and to cauſe 
the penalties of the Law to be upon'them execcnted, 
upon the penalty laſt before mentioned. And be ir 
further EnaRed by the Authority aforeſaid , = 
| waat- 
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whatſoever penalties in money ſhall be levied and re- 
ceived by the pains, induſtry and proſecution of the 
Company of "Srationers (whoſe vigilancy and care 
herein is eſpecially required) ſhall be diſpoſed of as 
followeth ; vi\. After ſatisfaction of their charges in 
inquiry and proſecution, the one moyety of the reſi- 
due ſhall be by them received and reſerved for the 
uſe of the poor of their Company; and the other moy- 
ety, or one half, for the uſe of the Commonyyealth, 
ro be yearly by them anſwered, and paid into the Re- 
ccipt of the publique Exchequer ; And the Juſtices 
of the Upper Bench, Juſtices of 0yer and Terminer, 
within the limits of their Commiſſion, Juſtices of 
- Afſize in their ſeveral Circuits, Juſtices of Goal-De- 
livery, and Juſtices of Peace, as well within the Li- 
breries as withour, within the limits of their ſeveral 
Commiſſions in their general Seſſions, or other Seſ- 
ſions,which they or any two or more of them (where- 
of one of them to be of the Quorum) may and ſhall 
appoint at their pleaſure, where and when need ſhall 
require, ſhall by vertue hereof have full power and 
authority , and are hereby ſtrictly enjoyned to en- 
quire, hear and determine all and every the Offences 
aforeſaid , and to give in charge the Preſentment of 
the ſame; And they and al other Othcers and 
Miniſters concerned, are hereby enjoyned and re- 
quired to be carcful and diligent in the diſcharge 
of their Duty in the premiſes, according to the te- 
nor and direction of this preſent At: And all Of- 
ficers Civil and Military, Soldiers, and other well- 
affteted people , are hereby ſpecially enjoyned to 
be ayding and aſliſting tro the Execution of this 
Act, and to ſeize upon the perſons of all ſuch as 
ſhall 


ſhall preſume to reſcue, or aQually endeavor to reſ- 
cue from apprehenſion or puniſhment the offenders 
againſt this Act, ro cauſe Fich Countenancers-and 
Diſturbers to be immediately brought before ſome 
Juſtice of the Peace, who is to binde them by a Re- 
cognizance with good Suretics to the good Behavior, 
_ to appear at the next Seſſions for the Peace, there 
to be Indicted, Fined, and further dealt with, accord- 
ing to Law, and as che quality of ſuch High Con- 
tempts may deſerve : And ſuch ſaid Offenders as 
are not able to finde Sureties, are to be cauſed ro 
be ſer in the Stocks near to the place where the 
Offence was committed, and to be Impriſoned 
there for the ſpace of four hours. And becauſe 
the life of all good Laws is the due execution 
thereof, and that the careful obſervance of this A, 
and a (tri enquiry into , and puniſhment of Of- 
fenders againſt the ſame; will be of eſpecial con- 
cernment for the peace and ſafety of this Com- 
momyealth, Be it turther Enacted by the Authori- 
ty aforeſaid, Thar the Councel of State-appointed 
by the Parliament, ſhall hereby have power and au- 
thoriry to enquire into, and from time to-rime to re- 
ceive an accompt of all wilful defaults and'con- 
rempts of Officers or others, who negleCting or re- 
fuſing to.dotheir duties, ſhall thereby obſtru the 
Remedies provided by this A z and are hereby en- 
joyned nd required, by all good ways and means 
to remove ſuch obſtructions, and our of the penal- 
ties or otherwiſe. to reward proſecutors or diſcoverers 
of Offenders, and to cauſe this AR to be pur in full 
and effeftual execution. And be it further EnaRted 
by the Authority aforeſaid, That in and upon any 

; | Action, 
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Aion, Plaint or Suit to be brought againſt any Ofk- 
cer, or perſon or perſons, for any thing by them act- 
edor done by force of this preſent Act, every ſuch 
Officer and perſon ſhall and may plead the General 
Iflue thereto, and give this AR, and the whole ſpe- 
cial matter in Evidence, and if the Verdict paſs a- 
eainſt the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs, or the Plainriff or 
Plaintiffs become non-Suit, or ſuffer any Diſcon- 
tinuance thereof, Thar then the Defendant and De- 
fendants ſhall recover his and their double Coſts for 
their wrongful vexartion in defence of the ſaid Action 
or Suit, for which he and they ſhall hayc like reme- 
dy,as in other caſes where Coſts by the Laws of this 
Commonyealth are given to the Defendants : Pro- 
vided always, And beit Enacted by the Authority 
aforeſaid, That no perſon or perſons ſhall be moleſt- 
cd or impeached for any-the Offences mentioned in 
this A, - unleſs he or they be thereof accuſed with- 
in fix moneths after his or their Offence ſo commit- 
ted or done. Provided alfo, That this Act be in force, 
and to have continuance until the Nine and twen- 
tieth day of September, which ſhall be inthe year of 
our Lord, One thouſand fix hundred fifty and one, 
and no longer, 
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Die Jovis, 27 Septembr. 1649. 


A Declaration of the Parliament of E neland, in 
V indication of their Proceedings, 4nd diſcovering 
the Dangerous Prattices of ſeveral Intereſts, 
againſt the preſent Government and Peace 
of the Commonwealth, together with 

the Reſolution of the Parlia- 
ment thereupon. 


Ouw greatly ir bath pleaſed God, even by a 
Homme Series of Miracles and Wonders, 


to exalr his own Name, and glorifie his 
mighry Power inthe eyes of this and ourneighbor- 
Nations, by the conſtant courfe of Deliverances, 
which he hath- wrought for theſe- many years late 
afled, on the behalf of a finful and undeſerving 
cople, and by the means of weak and unworthy 
Inſtruments, we can never frequently enough remem- 
ber, nor be ſufficiently thankful - Their Rock 
hath not been s our Rock, even our Enemies them- 

felves being Fudges. my 
And- indeed , this wonderful going forth of the 
good hand of God withus, and for us, hath been 
that principally which hath ſupported us, and born 
us up above all thoſe {welling and multiplied Waves 
thar have followed one uponanother, and hath made 
us to ſtand againſt the many Storms and Aſſaulcs, 
wherewith we have becn attempted by all forts of 
Parties and Intereſts amongſt us, who-, dividing 
and withdrawing themſclves from Publike Ends, Do 
all of chem notwithſtanding (becauſe ated by one 
Principle, even the Power of Darkneſs) make yy 
F fe) 
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fo far to underſtand each other, as when opportuni- 

ſerves, a9 take: one another by the hand, for 
Greanthoving and upholding themſelves,in practiſing 
and contriving , undet feveral ſpecious pretences, 
againſt che good, peace and (afery of the whole. We 
have been like unto the Buſh in rhe mid of flames, 
but by rhe gootwill of bim that dwelt in the Buſh, 
We have'not been conſumed. and Iike the Remnant 
left by God in the Land; which though he will cauſe 
to paſs throuech the fire, yeritis to refine them as ſil- 
ver is refined, and'to try them as gold «s on that he 
may make them a people who ſhall call #pom God, 
CE net, and of whom (hall (ay, 
They are wy people, and they ſhall ſay, The Lord is 
our God. 

By this: ſecret conhdence and.expettariomof our 
hearts (wherein: we, hope we ſhall not be diſappoint- 
ed). and, through the good providence of God, we 
have been, kept together, even to this. very day, as 
weak inſtruments in the hand of our great God, 
ſerving Qur- gencrations,, and, diſcharging the bigh: 
Truſt of our places, whatever the diſcouragements 
Os have been that we have mer with, 
and dangers that have threatned us on every fide,fuch 
as we may truly ſay, former ages.car hardly parallel; 
and-ſuch as were nor ro hens expected, eſpeci- 
ally from thoſe who had made fo great a-progreſs in 
conjunction with us againſt the common Enemy, and 
in vindication-and- aflerting the prrity of Religion, 
and Publique Liberty, | 

For when-firſt of all we-came to be ingaged in car-- 
rying on this great and glorious work of Relzgion 
ad publique Liberty., how lively and: uncorrupted 


WECrIrc 


(48) 

were our affeQions ? how ſatisfied and unanimous 
were our judgements £ how fixed and undaunted our 
reſolutions, in that which appeared to us ſo neceſſary, 
{o juſt and ſo worthy to be undertaken by true Partri- 
ots and good Chriſtians © we did therefore run well, 
but whe, or what hath hindred us, that we ſeck not 

ſtill ro obtain whar art firſt we thought ſo defireable, 
without giving back or turning aſide, until the work 
be perfefted, and the perſons ingagedin the proſe- 
cution thereof be ſecured againſt the enmiry and 
revenge of thoſe that are rather made more implaca- 
ble , then converted by all the deliverances thar 
God hath wroughr for us, -and the Teftimoniesof 
diſpleaſure againſt them, as often as they have rifen 
up and fer themſelves againſt us * 

Whatever the great failings and infirmities have 
been, and do ſtill daily diſcover themſelves amongſt 
us, that hold tour dury to give our artendance. up- 
on our Truſt in Parliament, ſo long as opportunity 
is offered unto us for the ſame; we can truly {ay, That 
as Religion irs purity and publique G1 (> a 
End, which from the beginning wehad before our - 
eyes, when we engaged in this great Work, ſo are 
they ſtil our deſires and endeavors: The comfort- 
able fruit whereof we would willingly have ro be 
reaped by this Nation, at leaſt in dvirfecoteting ge- 
nerations, if it-were the will of God; and the pro- 
ſecution of this, and this onely, (however we are 
reproached , and unjuſtly vilited by flanderous 
Tongues and Pens) is that which keeps moſt of us 
- togetherart ſuch a-rime,when as in the caſe of Heſter, 

' we ſee, if we had done orherwiſe then we have done, 
© anddeferted our ſtations, 4 calt up rhe — 
2 viſible 


(44) 
viſible means of carrying on the work had fail- 
ed, and ſunk down into certain Diſorder and Con- 
fuſion. 

But whether there hath not been found a manifeſt 
defetion and Apoſtacy from theſe good and Pub- 
lique ends, by thoſe that at the firſt did bearthe 
Name of Patriots, and Lovers of Religion amongſt 
us, we appcal to the actions and ways themſelves, 
which fuck perſons have ſince appeared in, that do 
ſufficiently evidence againſt rhem, and declare them 
the Builders up again of what they once joyned in 
the deſtruction of; and ſo do make themſelves Tran(- 
greſſors, and ſtand inneed of no other Confuration 
and Convictions. 

Among the number of thoſe, we reckon them,thar 
cither under pretence of advancing Reformation of 
Religion, can go back,. and incorporate themſelves 
with the avowed and known Haters of God, and 
Enemies to the life and power of Holineſs , or that 
under pretence of bringing us into the perfeRion 
of Publique Liberty,can fetch a compaſs quite round, 
and make the bringing in again of Monarchy into 
this Commonwealth, to be the onely means of ſer- 
ling itin Freedom. The Actors inſuch Deſigns as 
theſe, carry the evidence of their own Conviction in 
their forchead, unto all that are not wilfully blinde, 
or maliciouſly corrupt, and therefore would ſeem to 
ſtand inno great need of much pains to be taken to 
undeceive them. | 

And however. it hath been the good pleaſure of 
God, to ſuffer thoſe that have been formerly inſtru- 
mental and helps to us in this great Cauſe, thus by - 
ſteps and degrees to fail, and fall off, like mn 
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fruit ; Yet herein hath he ſhewed his wonderful good 
neſs to this Nation, That their deſerting of us, and 
breaking from us, hath not hitherto been able to 
keep the Work it ſ{elf- at a ſtand, bur thar is ſtill car- 
tied, on; wherein we rejoyce. And onthe contrary, 
the time wherein they affordet| their affiſtance and 
help, hath been improved by Gods over-ruling Pro- 
vidence, to bring us much nearer to our journeys end, 
then ever we could have expected, though the Shi 
ſhould hereafter miſcarry in the very habor ; whic 
God forbid. And for our parts,the larger experience 
which we have had of Gods conſtant owning, and 
ſeaſonable aſſiſting us in our greateſF ſtraits, and moſt 
eminent dangers ; andthe ſerious conſideration that 
the Work itſelf is of that nature, as requires and ob- 
liges us and all good men, to the utmoſt to offer up 
our ſelves in the ſacrifice and ſervice thereof, as we 
deſire ro approve our (elves ſincere in our obligations 
ro God, and faithful ii our Truſts to this Nation , We 
do reſolve, through Gods aſſiſtance, to caſt our ſelves 
upon his favorable acceptance of our endeavors in 
perſevering to the end, and his proteQion of us in do- 
ing our duries, let the ifſue be what ſeems beſt ro his 
Divine Providence, whether for life or for death : 
And that we may not be wanting in what we are able, 
for the awakening of all thoſe whom it doth concern, 
unto the ſame ſenſe of their duty in this behalf with 
- our ſelves z3 We ſhall briefly lay before them the hap- 
py progreſs, that through Gods goodneſs hath been 
made, in procuring the bleſſings of Pure Religion and 
Fuſt Liberty unto this Nation, notwithſtanding all 
the Reproaches and unthankful murmurings of ill- 
minded men; and wherein we are hopeful to grow up - - 

to 
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to whatever remains yet unperfe&ed, if there be but 
anſiverable readineſs 1nthole, whom the good of this 
as much concerns as our ſelves, to Rand by us, and 
joynwith us,in attaining the {ame againſt rhoſe many 
helliſh Deſigns and curied Pradtices that are now on 
foor, to plunge us again into new Troubles, and give 
reater advantage then ever tothe Common Enemy, 
- our diviſions and breaches, to come in upon as an 
irrefiſtable flood, with Tyranny, Popery, Superſtition, 
Prophaneneſs, and whatever elſe we have fo dearly 
contended againſt for {o many years together. 

And firſt, as to advancing of Relzgiom to its greateſt 
degree of purity, can any be unmindeful ia what a 
corrupted and degenerate ſtate we found the matters 
of Religion, at the firſt firting of this preſent Parlia- 
ment? How near the whole adminiſtration of Church 
affairs was brought to the ſuperſtitions and idolatrows 
patern of Rome, and how quickly we ſhould have 
found our fclves . ſwallowed up in that finful and 
wretched Apoſtacy 2 for our recovery out of which 
danger, how careful and zealous hath the Parliament 
been, to propagate and advance the work of Refor- 
mation in'theſe Nations, propounding to themſelves 
for their guide herein,the Word of God and the beſt Re- 
formed Churches ? In which work how happily and 
comfortably did they proceed,whilſt we were purging 
and Reforming the evil of Popery, Superſtition and 
Prophaneneſs, in which there was a common conſent 
and agreement, of all thoſe that unfeignedly defired 
the enjoyment of Religion in its greateſt purity : But 
when once there appeared amongſt vs (and this from 
ſome of thoſe who moſt carneſtly put on the work of 
Reformation, until it arrived to therr own meaſure and 
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growth)an impatiency toward any of differing mindes 
trom themſelves, however otherwiſe truly feari 
God, and faithful advancers of his Glory , and a fear- 
fulncſs in them of going forward, left rhat which was 
beyond thers,and as neceflary to be known and actain- 
ed,to lead us.ro the enjoyment of Relrgion in its purity 
and power, ſhould cake place z whereby it might 
pear, that the Reformers of Popery and Prophaneneſs, 
ftood themielves innecd of Reformation, by his ap- 
pearance and manifeſtation of himſelf, who ſits a9 4 
Refiner and Purifier of ſilver , and ſhall purifie the 
ſons of Levi, and purge them as gold and  filwer ,that 
they may offer nnto the Lord an offermsg in Righteonf- 
eſs : When this frame of Spine appeared amongft 
us, then all further degrees and. meafures of arraunt- 
ment unto Rehgtor in its Pry, would nor be born 
bur mult be branded wuth-the toulnames of Hereſe, 
Blaſphemy and, $chiſom,, and the perſons be: deelared 
and proceeded againſt as: Enemies-t0 Ref ormatror,, as 
diſturbers of the Peace, and as fit objetts.ob the Mar 
giſtrare his diſcountenance and\punithmenr.. 
Andſuch wasthe implacable and irreconcileable 
temper of theſe men; toward thoſe differing from 
them,rhar were deſirous ro carry onthe' prrity of Re- 
ligion-beyond their meaſure, that many of chem-choſe 
rather to fall into-the power of the Cavalier and Epif- 
copal Party, and became inftrumental ro:the bring-- 
ing in of the late King, uporrthe Treaty at the Iſle of 
Wieht (fo much fince declared agarnſt by the Ehurcb 
of Scotland, as deſtrudtiwerortic work of 'Reforma+ 
tron (erled:in: rhete- Nations )z then: that they would 
joyn with choſe they reparert:Sectanes, intheir endea-. 
vors to.catry on the. work: they firſt engaged-inz to 
thar 
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that degree of perfection as became them, after ſo 
much Blood and Treaſure expended in the profecu- 
tion of ir. | 

In this condition was the Work of Reformation, 
when the Treaty at the Iſle of Wight, by Gods over- 
ruling Providence, came to be broken off, thar is to 
fay, in a maner yzelded and ſ_ ” into the power 
x the Enemies thereof, and refuſed to be carried on 
by them that were the moſt zealous Promoters thereof 
at firſt , although it had pleaſed God ro make a way 
for the ſame, by continuing rogether a competent 
number in Parliament, to hold up the viſible Autho- 
rity of this Nation, and by keeping their places and 
ſtations, ro do their endeavors to proſecute their firſt 
Principles and Ends, whilſt God gave them any op- 
portunity for the ſame : Nay, we could wiſh, That 
they had onely remained paſſive, and been contented 
to have let others have carried on the work of Religi- 
o#s in pay —_— they themſelves held back; 
bur this would not ſerve their turn, unleſs they flew 
inthe face of the viſible Authority of this Nation, 
and took upon them to be Fudges, whether we were 
a lawful Magiſtracy or.not, as if that were within 
their line, and committed to them to determine. 

Yer hath not all this diſcouraged this preſent Par- 
liament, to do their part in propagating the Goſpel, 
and advencing the purity and power of Religion in 
this Commonwealth , but they have continued thoſe 
Laws and Ordinances that were already in force, for 
the good and furtherance of the work of Re- 
formation, in Dot#rine, Worſhip and Diſcipline, and 
are ſtill moſt willing to uphold the ſame, in order to 
ſuppreſs Popery , Super ſition, Blaſphemy , and any 
| maner 
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onely they do. conceive themſelves d;-tort- 
move and take all obſirudFions and binderances 
to the growth of Ration, A we. ru Holigeſs 
in the midſt of us, and for this end, they have it now 
under conſideration, how ſuch Adts and Ordinances, 
or any part of them, as they finde penal. and: coercive 
in matters of Conſcience, which have beex+ made uſe 
of for Snares, Burthens and YVexations to the truly 
ſincere hearted People of God, that fear him, and 
wait for the coming of his Son Feſ«s Chriſt, may be 
taken away. 


And becauſe we are not ignorant, how: injurioufly | 
our proceedings hereinare charged upon us, as if we = 


were ſetti and countenancing an #niverſal Toke. 
ration; x98 truce aym inthe liberty we give, is 
ouch the neceſlary encouragement, we Concave, 
to all that are lovers of God, and the purity. a 
power of Religion : we can and do declare 
in the fight of God and man, That by whomfoever 
we ſhall finde this liberty abuſed, we ſhall be-;noft 
_ corel _ racy the 
of, by a ftri& 
oder, , ates 
nd if after alt ths, | | US, TNat 
do profeſs lore Codndacel to advance Reli- 
onion purity, to be their chicfcſt end-and defire, 


nevertheleſs till fir at a diſtance-from us, or 


« # 


ſhall be given up ſo far by God, as to make defecti 
onto the co—_ party againſt us, and joyn.them 
ſelves to themi that are open-Encmies to Religion 
and the power of godlineſs, in what dreſs ſoever 


they cover themſelves, We ſhall not doubt bur their 
G | own 


maner of Wickedweſs or - <4 IR in the»Landy |, 
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own unfaithfulneſs, deteſtable neutrality and wicked ; 

doings, -will finde rhem'our, and ex/argement and 
deliverance ſhall ariſe. to the. people of God: ſome 
other way;' whilſt "they, their names and poſterities 

ſhall be deſtroyed. | , 

As for publique Liberty,which is the ſecond thing, 
for the. vindicarion and aſſerting: whereof, we have 
not thoughrour Lives nor Eftates, -nior any other of 
theſe ourward.comforts,too dear forus to-hazard and 
expoſe : In what a condition that was at the fittivg 
down of this Parliament, how near it was tobreath- 
ing its laſt, and how little it wanted of being ſwal- 
lowed up inthe will of a Tyrant, is{o well known co 
all men, that then made any obſervation. of the ſtate 
of things, or had any ſenic of their own ſufferings, 
and will but now remember them, that it ſhall nor be 
neceſlary.to repeat : Andinto what a happy. condi- 
tion it is already brought for preſent, by the bleſsing 
of God upon the Conncels and Forces of the Parlia- 
ment, and hoy far advanced ina fair way, to afctled 
and well-eſtabliſhed ſecurity forthe furure,though ir 
will not be confeſſed: by unthankful nien (whole in- 
gratitude can value no benefit received, be it never {0 

reat,while any thing remains for their exorbitant de- 
Ires to purſue) yet-it is ſuch as we cannot bur have a 
deep and tender ſenſe of, and acknowledge it with all 
humble thanfulneſs to our gracious-God, who hath 
hitherto =: rays unleſs we ſhould ſhew our - ſelves 
leſs affected with it then our Friends are, who are leſs 
concerned, and yer look upon it with rejoycing : And 
how low thoughts ſoever theſe men have of the- pro- 
ceedings of providence in the. carrying on of- this 

- Cauſe, yet the future contemplation of the —_— f 
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6f this Time, (for the greatneſs and Fuſtice of the 
hardly to be alaorin any other) Tl cauſe —_ 
ſay, What hath Cod wrought ! And our very Enemies 
themſelves ſhew, that they have other Opinions of it, 
being forced to feel Gods hand lifted up, which they 
Siels not ſee, ſinking into confuſion, and gnaſhi 
with their. teeth, while they conſume away. in their 
Envy. at that Proſperity which God hath cloched Us 
with from his own good hand. | 

And we are very confident,that even thoſe who are 
now aQting their parrs for their private ends, which 
they would bring about by what means ſocver, and 
remove whatever ſtands in their way, however cither 
dear orfacred ; and would deſtroy this preſent Go- 
vernment, which doth and will hinder ſuch Deſigns, 
ſolong asitis in being; and they therefort endeavor 
ro render vile, publiſhung daily againſtit;/ and againſt 
many particular men, whom God. hath honored with 
fairhfulneſs to his Cauſe, and made eminently or 
ſpecially inſtrumental to adyance the ſame, all maner 
of ſhamneleſs calummes, lying revilings,” landers and 
reproaches,, as if inthis rue nothing had beenidone 
roward rhisjuſt Liberty, nor that any thingiwould be 
done, unleſs they like 46ſolow, 'could bring them- 
ſelves into power, and undertake the work according 
tro thoſe wilde'principles of theirs, which they have 
publiſhed in print tOthat/purpoſe, which holds forth 
4 Liberty without Property, publique Safety or Pro- 
tection. 7:22 +295 

We ſay, if thoſe men would butrecal to their'con- 
ſideranion,their owri hopes which they had of 
in the beginning of this' Parliament, and with how 
ſmall a proportion of what they now enjoy, their 
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(then narrower ) defires were bounded, they would 

ww them to be far ſhort of what is already 
ad. ir. 

Bur to let them paſs, who being acted by parricu- 
lar intereſt, have not lefr themſelves the benefit of be- 
ing convinced or direted by common and univerſal 
reaſon ; It was'not then believed by moſt of hoſe, 
whiaſe znnocency and good meaning 'is now dangc- 
rouſly abufed by the Malignant party (by means of 
ſome of thoſe whom they name Levellers, whoſe ſpe- 
cious overtures and former pretenſions to goodneſs 
have deccived them) that ever they ſhould have ſeen 
all that Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy, with all their Tyran- 
nical Courts and Attendants,the Star-Chamber, High- 
Commiſsi0n Court, Ship-money, Profetts, Monopolies 
and Purveyances,the Court of Wards and Tenures,and 
alt the dependencies of it, which heretofore was a 
legal Pe# ro the Free-born people of this Nation,and 
the very ruine of many Familics ; together with the 
deepeſt Root and Foundation of all the Peoples ſuffer- 
ings, even Kingſhip and Tyranzy it (clf,as well as the 
lare Kine, d be wholly taken away; and thereby 

(it be pleaſed ro goonto bleſs us,and the fault 
be not inthe People themſelves, ſuffering themſelves 
ro be made i»/trumental to their own'Miſeries,by en- 
deavoring to xi/d. again the things that are deſtroy- 
ed) 2 ſure foundation laid, for Tzme to:ere# upon it 
the moſt happy ſtructure of a juſt Liberty, and ſetled 
Proſperity that may be expected in this world, under 
the direction and Government of 2-0 226 and equal 
Repreſematives in Parliament: Yetall this,and wach 


ore hath been done,ſincethe beginning of this Par- 
liament, and ro which we have been led 


by ſeveral 
ſteps 
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ſteps by the providence of God, direQing our Coun- 
cels in ſeveral degrees of manifeſtation, and bleffing 
our Forces for —__ of them, beyond' what was 

cirher firſ# propounded. by ug, or could reaſonabl 
have been hoped to be brought to paſs ; the very dif- 
covery of ſo remote an end, in the beginning of the 
Action, had been ſufficient to have diſcouraged any 

undertaking therein. | 

And although RO progreſs hath been made 
in the vindication eſtabliſhing of our juſt Liber- 
ties, yet we do nor fer up our Reſt, as if there remain- 
ed no-more to be done, And we conceive, they who. 
duly confider of how great weight and difficulty the 
work is thatwe have in hand, and wilf but inform 
themſelves what hath been done now in eight 
woneths, ſince the reſtitution of the juſt Liberties of 
the People, and the ſetling of the preſent Govern- 
ment, they will not be offended that ſomething re- 

mains to be proceeded in, | 
- They may take notice, That Treland, which was. 
brought into ſuch a condition, firſt, by the Treaſon 
of Inchiquin, whereby the whole Province of Mwn- 
ſter was loſt ; Then by the return thither of Ormond, 
whereby-moſt of the Popsſb Party were reconciled, 
and' with whom a Peace was made, for carrying on 
the Intereſt and pretended Title: of Charls Stuart : 
Thirdly, by the Rebellion of all the Scoriſh in 1- 
ſter, uponthe ſame Intereſt; and by the revolt of 
many that were under the Command of Lieutenant 
; General Foxes, all that remained to the Parliament 
: — early _ the _ of _ Wo 
., ry, andthey both ſtrongly beſieged z yer through. 
el blefling of God, Irelandin ſelt is nowin rope 
onefil 
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hopeful way of ſpeedy ſerling, then at any time fince 

""_ Rebellion. ping | 

There hath been alſo this year, a great and power- 
ful Fleet ſer our to.Segg under faithful Commanders, 
whereby Trade hath been protetFed, the Engliſh Ho- 
nor and 1ztereſt upon their Seas maintained, Forreign 
Attempts againſt us diſcouraged, and a great Reputa- 
tion procured to our Afﬀeairs abroad. 

A free paſſage hath been alſo given to the execu- 
tion of - Juſtice, according to the Laws, throughout 
the Nation; and the Peace thereof hath been pre- 
ſerved, notwithſtanding many Deſigns, and ſome 
endeavors to diſturb it. 

And for what ſtill remains to be done, we ſhall ac- 
cording to the great Truſt that is upon us from the 
People, proceed therein for the procuring their Com- 
mon good(which is the true and ultimare end of all juſt 
Government) and bya right aim at that, dire all 
our actions, and not ceaſe to improve our beſt judge- 
ments, and lay out our moſt unwearied labors, not- 
withſtanding all diſcouragements, either from Ma- 
lice, Envy, Danger, or any other cauſe whatſover,to 
promote the ſame, ſo far .and ſo faſt, as the ſubject 
matrer will bear : The proceedings wherein ought to 
be judged ſufficiently expedztiows,thar are ſufficiently 
ſafe. And we ſhould betray our great Truſt, 'if we 
ſhould ſuffer our ſelves,by the impotent haſte and im- 

rtunity of any, to do that which might be incon- 

iſtent with the Peace and Safety of the whole. 

The great work we have firſt to do, is, To eſtabliſh 
the Berug and Safety of the Commonwealth upon ſure 
Foundations, which are undermined by more Ene- 
mies then are viſible to all. This provided for,we ſhall 


nor 
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not be wanting daily to remove or adde whatſhall be 
for the well-being of it,cither in Conveniency or Or- 
nament : for the enjoyment whereof, we conceive the 
People may with the greater patience attend, becauſe 
theirprefent condition is already ſo much better (be- 
ſides the capacity of improvement) then it was in the 
beſt of rhat Zgyprien ſtate, to which (by reaſon of 
ſome neceſſarily remaining Preflures) they. are too 
.calily ſeduced ro an inclination to return. To preſerve 
them from which (becauſe we would not omit any 
_ that is-in our power, that may be for the good 
of thoſe who have truſted us)we ſhall endeavor to un-" 
deceive thoſe of the People, whoſe innocency and 
wel-meaning hath ſubjected them to be deceived and 
dangerouſly miſ-led,by the ſpecious & ſubrile infinu- 
ations of that ſort of men, who being themſelves cor- 
rupted by the common Enemy, do endeavor to bring 
the Nation again under the bonds of Tyranny an 
Monarchy , and while they. have nothing in their view 
but Liberty,are deceived into thoſe Actions and Pra- 
ices, which tend naturally and neceſſarily. rovhe in- 
cvitable loſs of that Liberry they ſo-much call for, if 
they ſhould not be preſerved againſt their will, by 
thoſe who know the —_ into which they run. _ 

For this purpoſe, we deſire all men to remember, 
Thar at the ws. the firſt War, we had nor then.an 
end of our Troubles ; But that Enemy: which was 
beaten and Conquered in the Field, angcould do no 
more by Force, had rec ourſe to Subtile Practices; 
and by corrupting a Party in the Parliament, .and b 
their influence there, being fo corrupted, had almo 
broken that Army by which He was beaten. 

The ſpecious prerence was, The liberty and eaſe of 


the. 
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the People; they had long been under a War, op- 


Specious ar» preſſed and ruined with heavy burthens, which 'rwas 
guvent*t now neceſſary to caſe them of : What benefit had the 


Arwy. 


People by thoſe ViRtories, and that Conqueſt,jf they 
mult ſtil continue under the the ſame charge * There 
was now no more an Enemy in the field, what need 
was there of an Army, to continue that heavy and 
unneceſſary charge upon the People 2 By ſuch Argu- 
ments, and by their power, that Faction prevailed to. 
Vote the Disbanding of the £Army; and vaſt ſums 
of the Commonywealths Treaſure was by them then 
waſted to effeR it, and thereby ro make way for the 
admitting of the then King to the re-exercifing of 
that power which had produced ſuch bloody and fa- 
ral cfieQs, and without any juſt ſatisfaction given to 
the People for the ſame ; which how eaſily and cer- 
tainly it would have followed the disbanding of the 
Army, -is ſufficiently evident by the breaking out of 
the ſecond War, then in Deſign and Agitation. 

And although the ſecovd War was alſo by the bleſ- 
ſing 8f God upon the endeavors of thoſe who were 
Faichful in the Parliament and Army, brought to an 
end, and that Deſign of miſchief, which was ſo ani- 
verſally laid, and that came ro <.A#son in ſo many 
ſeveral parts of this Nation z and although affiſted 
with the 1zvsſion of a numerous Army of a Foraign 
Enemy, who had a deep Intereſt in, and cloſe Cor- 
reſpondency with a very great parry of all ſorts in this 
Nation, effected nothing of their main end (God 
being pleaſed ſo ſignally to evidence his indignation 
axaind them) yet it is very evident, in what conditi- 
on the Liberty of the People had been (as to all hu- 
mane ſupport) if the Army had not been in a readineſs 

ro 


(57) 
to have prom that Deſign, which that Trayterous 
party did ſo vigorouſly drive on, -under the pretence 
of eaſing their burthens,, to- leave them naked of 
all defence, againſt the prepared attempts of their 
Malice. 

This grand Deſign of Miſchicf is ? ag carried on, 
although by ether Agents, and under another Pre- 
tence : The former Agents have now neither.Credit 
nor Power, and therefore being able to contribute to 
that Cauſc, no more then the firſt Malignants them- 
ſelves, they now appear not. Another courſe is re- 
ſolved and purſued , they ſee they were notable to 
beat the Army, nor disbandit, hor- perſwade the peo- 

le they might ſpare it, they attempr to corrupt the 

iſcipline of it, and debauch the fidelity of the pri- 
vate Soldiers, and make them theirs : And while the 
endeavors are ſtrong to re-eſtubliſh Monarchy and 
Tyranny, and to make the People abſolute Slaves, 
nothing is to be held out to them but Liberty, and 
make them believe, there is nothing hinders it but 
the Parliament, | 

And the apparent Actors in all this, muſt be thoſe 
called Zevellers, none being (o fit as they to deſtroy 
the Peoples Liberry unſuſpeRed, if they once under- 
rake it, as having endeavored alrcady (though there 
be little caule for it), ro make them. believe They are 
the oxely faithful Patriots, the LA (ſertors and Main- 
rtainers of it. Some of thoſe having made defei#:on 
from that profeſſion they ſomerimes made of Rel:- 
$10n and Godlineſs, and. having entertained Principyes 
of Atheiſm and Licewtiouſneſs, and praftiſed accord- 
ingly, found that the practiſing of thoſe Principles 
would not be born in a Commonywealth,under a good 
| H 
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and juſt Government, where Juſtice hath irs courſe, 
and Propriery is maintained, where ſobriety and tem- 
perance 15 in repntartion, and the purity, and power, 
and life of Reltgion and godlinels is countenanced 
and promoted. 

And knowing, thar if the pretended Intereſt of 
Charls Stuart could be (er up, the managing of it 
would be in the hands of thoſe rhar are of as _- 
cal and Licentious Principles as themſelves, and that 
they might in ſuch a Government, without cither 
ſhame or danger, ler out rheir luſts without comrol , 
They have eſponſed that Intereſt, come off to thar 
fide, held Correfpagdency with him and his Parry : 
And in purfuance thereof, have for ſome while paſt 
direfted all their ations ro the rvize of this Cons- 
monwealth, and enſlaving the People, whom they de- 
eetve in the mean time with the name of Ziberty, with 
which they would cloak their own licentiouſneſs. 

T heſe- Principles and this practice of theirs, is evi- 
dent to all, who obſerve their walkings and their cor- 
reſpondency ; beſides what from the abundance of 

This Lever Fhetrhearrs,flow from their Pens in what they publiſh 

was intercept- TO the world, rake this Teſtimony of an intercepted 

edrwoor _Lerter, written from one who hath been imployed 
fore the Mu- TO COILupt them, and rhereby drive on the main De- 

— fign , Ir needs no Commenr, it ſpeaks plain, and'is 

_ as follows: 

May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 


x Ours of the third inflant came to: my hand ; 

in return whe: eof, know, That alt our bopes 
'  bere depends upon His Majeities ſeeming 
compliance with Lilburn, and the Lervelling Par- 
tY, 


(39 
ky, whoſe diſcontents Ale "lay, without which, 
ut is tmpoſsible for any of his Party bere to be ſer- 
eviceable, unleſs upon t heir principles. For my wn 
part, 1 am ſerticeable to that end with my utmoſt 
abilities. 1 barve not been wanting. to endearoer the 
creating jealouftes and diſcontents, thereby to raine 


the moſt potent : In order whereunto, | harve cauſed 


Leathal the Speaker to be accuſed by ſome diſcon- 
rented per ſons Priſoners to whom I haroe been coery 


prodigal, both in Rewards and promiſes of Freedom ;, 
inſomuch that they haroe proſecuted him ſo cunneng- 
ly, that many confuderable perſons, both im the Army 
and City, are ingaged therein. And to the end the 
Plot may take to the purpoſe, T barve infinuated by 
my Agents into ſome of the Lervelling Party, That 
it is a Deſign of the Grandees to remorve him, to the 
end they may make their Lord Prefi dent Bradſhaw 
Speaker in bis room , which hath taken ſuch 
among the ſimple bearted Lewellers that they, ſo far 
45 I can apprehend, are reſolrced to joyn their inte- 
reſt with the Speakers ,to prervent ſo great a miſchief 
(45 they call it) by which means, I doubt not but to 
accompliſh a Deſign, that ſhall pull down theſe two 
great Pillars of their new C h, 

As touching the ſtate of Aﬀairs here, in relation 
to bis Majeſty, 1 finde that his friends increaſe daily 
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(as to matter of affe ion) but harve no poſſibility of 
embodying, although ſome endearvers barve been that 
way, unleſs the Lervellers lead the way, which (al- 
though ſome overtures harve been made to prervent) 
wil be,l hope, fuddenlyput in executon.Sir,tothat pur- 
poſe 1 deſire that ſome aſsiſtance may be girven me ; 
for without ſupplies of: money, little can be expebted ; 
thoſe I conver ſe withal, being either extreme needy or 
covetous : 1 barve ſent a faithful Agent over Sea, to 
ſalute and attend the motion of bis Iriſh Excellency, 
I donbt net but. ſhortly you will receirve a good ac- 
count touching that buſineſs. Sir, I pray be mindeful 
of bim, that as a Priſoner for his affe ion to the ſer- 
vice of His Majeſty, hath been wanting in nothing, 
according to bis utmoſt poſsibilities, that might mani- 
fet his loyalty to his King, and refpefts to your 
Lordſhip. 
Lond, Fleet, Seps; 6. 1649+ T.F. 
The inner Caſe in which the —TÞ< utter Caſe thus, 
Letter was incloſed, indorſed A IMſownſcinr, Monnſeinr Ro- 
bert Shamatre aw quatre 


vents Rue perdue perech la 
For 250 theſe plate Manbert A Paris. 


In which was written thus : Sir, I beſcech you, as heretofore, 
convey the encloſed as diret:d ; the performance hereof Will ex- 


ceedingly oblige 
Your Friend, T, F. 


And 


| _(&) | 

- Andwhereas the Principal means that God hath 
uſed to procure the Liberty we now enjoy, hath been 
the Councels and Awuthority of the Parliament, and 
the faithfulneſs of the Army : Theſe men have ar- 
rempred upon borh; they. have by their falſe, ſeditious 
and treaſonable InveRives and Pamphlets, labored to 
render the Parliament not onely contemptible, bur 
abominable to. all the people,that they might weaken 
and take off that Reſpect and Reverence they owe 
to them, from whoſe Obedience they defigned to de- 
bauch them.,and fo be left without any viſible Power 
to dire&t them, and that this Commonwealth might 
run into Twmultzary Confuſions in the Infancy, and 
not grow up into any mealure of ſtrength and ſertle- 
ment, in the hands of thoſe whom-God hath owned 
and uſed as Inſtruments to bring the work thus far, 
and who by long uſe might realpaably be ſuppoſed ro 
have gotten ſome expenence in that great work. 

All their endeavors have been improved to- procure 
a Diſſolution of this Parliament, and the calling of a 
New Repreſentative, pretending the People ought 
to have the liberty of new and frequent EleQtions ; 
though they very well know, that as the preſent Di- 
ſtemper of the People was, the violence of FaCtion, * 
and aQtivity of their ſecret Enemies, either theſe E- 
letions could not be free, or the People muſt have 
loſt their Liberty by.it, which was the thivp they had 
in deſign and proſecution. 

And to give them ancxperiment,how much Liber- 
ty they were like to have enjoyed under the managing; 
of theſe men, whoſe Principles of Tyranny are asthe- 
Loyss to the. Little finger of thole whom they ſo- 

4 much. 
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mauch cry down : That Cyudt Conception of the 4- 
greement of the People, which was the firſt birth of a 
tew of themſelves, muſt be obrruded upon them as a 
ſuper- Parliamentary Law , without receiving and 
owning of which, no man ſhould have enjoyed thoſe 
Liberties they ſo much boaſt to be the unqueſtion- 
able Birth-right of every Free-born man. 

For the Army, they knew the Officers were above 
their ſecret Pratice,they therefore apply to the Sol- 
dicrs, and by their Emiſfaries every where,infuſe into 
them their Do&rine of Diſobcdience. 

And knowing well how the Deſign of Charls Stnart 
was laid for Ireland, and into what hopeful condiri- 
on for his Party,his Afﬀairs were there grown. all their 
cadcayors were uſed to hinder the _— of Forces 
thither, ro prevent his greatneſs there, from whence 
he might have been conſiderably dangerous to this 
Nation: They delivered for good Political Doftrine, 
That Ireland was a free kingdom had been Conquered 
by force, and bad juſtly vindicated their own Liberty, 
ought not to be compelled to any obedjence or on [= 
ation to this Nation; That the Soldiers ought not to 
ſuffer themſelves to be Tranſported thither, they had 
indeed fought for their own Liberty here, but ought 
uot to be commanded out of their own, to take aivay that 
of others. And what effeR this had, and how far, 
and how long the Relief of Ireland was hindred by 
the Diſobedience and Mutinies by them cauſed, 1s 
very well known , ſoas if Gow had not been pleafed 
by ns leſs then a Miracle to give Victory to a ſmall 
handful of our men there, even beſides cher own #n- 
tentzon, and beyond their Deſign, againft a very 

great 


2 | ccin Ire our Army, 
they mu [ann foughr for. | 
They alſo continually faggeſted to the Soldiers, 
that the Parliament was 4 Neſt of Tyramts, and there- 
fore to be deftrazed as publique Enemies, with much. 
more of rhis kinde, both iſhed in pruit, and'fo 
diſperſed, and otherwiſe difleminared rhem 
and what cffes this Doctrine wrought, the defetfiow 
begun in ſome Regimems in Wiltſhire, and orher 
places, (though by the mercy of God foon ended at 
Burford) and now latcly ar Oxfore, hath ſutficient| 
manifeſted ; which diſobedience, if it had ——_ 
cd further, and not been reſtramed by thar ſpecial 
Providence, which hath ſet bounds to the fea that it 
_—_ 's, we might ſoon have been withour an Ar- 
my to have ſerved the Commonwealth: againſt rheir 
attempts, who had laid their Defigns ro appear thes; 
when the diſtempers in the Army thould be ready for 
them : As at that time the f#rpriſe of Weymouth was 
appointc ne ay in Gardzer and his accomplices, 
by Commithon 


Charls Stuart. 
And to the end alſo the Army mght be the 
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more eaſily corrupted in irs Diſcipline, and made * 


odious to the people, all means are uſed to 

the Army at Free-quarter , whereby they might 
oratifie Licentiouſneſs , while 'Soldiers were un- 
paid, and-fo left to live at diſcretion : They purſue 
the former merhod., complain of Burthens,, cry 
down E xe#e and Taxes (but not 2 word of 

they know withour theſe ar preſent, an Army cannor. 
be paid, or the Liberty of the People preſerved _ 
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this Art had ſ#cceeded, and the People had abſolute- 
ly refuſed ropay, the Army muſt cither have come 
to Free-quarter, heavier then all Taxcs, or muſt have 
broken,and then the Commonwealth. had been again 
actually in the hands of Tyranny. 

To perſwade the People the better, they repreſent 
unto them what vaſt ſums are daily levyed, tell of 
many Millions, with a ſufficient multiplication, that 
have been collected; of which no accompr (they ſay) 
can be given; That they are beyond all that ever was 
laid upon them by Monarchy 1n the worſt of times, 
and they leave no way unattempted, to aggravate 
every inconvenience, to make the people ſenfible of 
their ſmart, that they may throw away their plaiſter, 
and dye of their wounds : Indeed, we cannot bur ac- 
knowledge, that the __ Burthens are great, and 
we have reaſon our ſelves to be as ſenfible of them as 
any others (having no exemption from them accord- 
ing to the proportion of our Eſtates, where ever they 
lie :) And there is nothing that is more in our deſires 
and endeavors, then that we may be able to abate the 
Taxes,and intime to take them off, that the people 
might come to exjoy entirely the fru#t of that which 
hath coſt them ſo dear z and we hope, through the 
bleſſing of God, diſpoling the mindes of the People 
ro a chearful co-operation in this work, with a.calm- 
neſs and patience for a little while longer, there will 
be a happy end of theſe troubles, and a ſure ſettle- 
ment of the Peace of this Commonwealth, in the 
true, good, and juſt Liberty of the People. | 

Bur for the better preſervation of the people from 
the diſtempers that might ariſe from ſuch ſuggeſtions, 


we 
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we defire them to conſider, That if the Burthens they 
bear be great, yet by whoſe means, and for what 
cauſe were they laid on. Phyſick may be, and often is 
more troubleſom then the dt eaſe, yet the tendency of 
the ont is to health and recovery, the other to death , 
and from that difference the election is clear and caſie. 
And though the art of reſtoring a diſlocated joynt 
is much more torment, then the quiet ſuffering of the 
preſent pain, yet every man prefers that rorment be- 
forc lameneſs. No man refuſeth to procure Antidotes 
in time of ,Epidemical eaſes , though at very 
dear rates, bFcauſe it is for his preſervation , nor to 
buy food and clothing, becauſe he cannor live with- 
out them. And we doubt nor, but'if men would 
without prejudice conſider, That they can no more 
live, or live free, without an Army-, then withour 
food , 4s the preſent ſtate of Aﬀeairs fand, and 
that they are in times of ſuch general diſtempers, as 
there is need of ſuch a remedy,rthey would be beyond 
the danger of being ſeduced by theſe pretences. 
And whereas the Liberty. of the people is ſo high- 
ly crycd up by theſe Deceivers, as being that for 
whichmen muſt thus adventure all ; we do acknow- 
ledgexThat a juſt and well regulated Liberty, under 
juſt and good Laws, that may preſerve it from parti- 
cipation of, or C—_—_ into Anarchy and Con» 
fuſion,, is a moſt defireable rhing, and tharwhich 


may deſerve the urmoſt hazard of all rhart is dear to 
2 man; bur we defire them to confider, That this was 
ſeized intoſuch hands, as it could nor be purchafed 
from, without a vaſt expence nor ſecured, with- 
out trouble and hinge whic 
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ich we therefore, chough - 
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with a tender ſenfe,and with much telutancy, are for 
the preſent neceſſitated to raiſe Thoſe who cry our up- 
on it, and would have all Burthens, all Taxes taken 
off, for the Liberty of the People, are Thoſe who at 
beſt (if they be nor profeſledly Ememes ) are yet ated 
and abuſed by them as Inſtruments to deffroy all our 
true Liberties,to reduce us again under the Power of 
a worſe Tyranny then we ever yet were under: And 
to this the People muſt themſelves be made Inftru- 
mental, while they purſue an empty Name of that 
Thing, the poſſeſſion whercof they already have,and 
may keep and enjoy, if they will not be abuſed b 
thoſe who under the pretence of that Name, hich 
is in it ſelf moſt defireable , would bring into the 
Nation what in themſelves they have entertained, 
both in Principle and Practice; namely, Atheiſm, 
Licentiouſneſs, with Anarchy and Confuſion of all 
things. 

We have thought it neceſſary at this time, to make 
this Diſcovery of thoſe-men, and to give this warn- 
ing of them , and, God aſliſting us, ſhall nor ceaſe to 
watch againſt, and ſuppreſs all their defigns, and op- 
poſe all their Practices : And as our dury is in reſpe& 
of our greatTruſt,we ſhall endeavor to make the peo- 
ple happy, and promote their good , and ſhall nor 

ive over that good work, for any diſcouragements 
; ah the unkindeneſs and unthankfulneſs of thoſe for 
whom our labors are intended. 

And if we have ſuffered theſe Diſtempers to proceed 
thusfar,and have not put out the power that reſides in 
us to ſecure the Commonwealth & good Patriots from 
the dangers that are here repreſented , Let it be con- 
fidered, 
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ſidered, how weighty Afﬀairs have been upon us, and: 
how much hath been done fince we were a Common- 
wealth. Beſides that, the whole Body bath beenin 
a long and dangerous diſeaſe ; and it could not be-ex-! 
| pected, but though the Cure be perfe&, yer many Hu-: 
mors would remain, that might poſſibly be capable to + 
be altered, and being ſo, be more profitable to the 
Body, then to be purged out; and we thought ircon- 
venient to wait,if their better conſideration of affairs, 
and of their ve,” me reduce them to a berter tem- 
per : But now finding ſome incorrigible, and that our . 
renderneſs to their Errors (which we would willingly 
have calledMiſtakes)is interpreted to be weakneſs and 
fear, by thoſe thar offend, and flacknefs and negh- 
ence, by thoſe who are in danger; We do hereby 
eclare, That we have Reſolved to alter that courſe : 
Andas Juſtice hath been lately. done on fomeat 0x- 
ford, ina Military and Marſhal way, who were ſubje& 
ro that Juriſdiftion, and ſhall be in like maner on 
any other that ſhall ſo offend ; ſo we have iſſued ſpe- 

cial Commiſsions of Oyer and Terminer,for the 
Tryal of the Chief of thoſe who have laid and car- 
ricd on thoſe dangerous Deſigns , and ſhall be ready 
to ſpare the reſt for preſent,whoſe repentance and ſor- 
row for their paſt Crimes, may render them capable 
« May ; = who tall give oe) wr ey 

they will not nereatter endanger Ot aururo the 
dye 


of the Commonwealth. And we do alſo here 

clare, Thar as we ſhal have in eſpecial Zfeem all good 
Patriots, and for their juſt advantage upon all occa- 
fions, rake notice of thoſe who deſerve well of the 
Commonyealth, ſo if any ſhall HereatrergracRice. 
again 
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inſt the,Commonwealth, and the preſent Govern- 
went thereof, and ſhall offend againſt rhe Laws Eſta- 

- bliſhed, of whatev<r Quality; Condition or Calling 
they are,there ſhall be a ſpeedy andevere proceeding 
againſt them, withour favor or reſpeR of perſons, that 
we may (© far as God ſhall enable us, fulfil the cad 
of Magiſtracy,inibeing A terror to the evil doers, and 
for the praiſe and encouragement of them that do well. 


Hen: Scobell, Cleric. Parliamenti, 
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OO by the Parliameut, That theſs Afts, Orders and 


Declarations,be forthwith Printed and Publiſhed. 
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London, Printediby : lobn Field for Edward - 
- Huband, Printer tothe Parliament 
| of England, 1 6 4 9. 


